Intended for Grades: 4-8

Estimated Time: 30-45 min.

Lesson Title: HALA‘EA - A Greedy Chief
Lesson Purpose: Students will:
* Learn the importance of community through the mo‘olelo (story) of Hala’ea
* Think about their own kuleana (responsibility) to community
Materials & Preparation:
* Prepare copies or project the story of Hala‘ea
* Journals or folder paper
* Pencils or pens
Background Information:
Everyone has a place in the community they are a part of. With that place comes
inherent kuleana, rights and responsibilities. The practice of taking kuleana to care for
place was the only way that communities in old Hawai`i survived and flourished. All
members, no matter what class you were a a part of, had kuleana, responsibilities to
their community. The story of Hala’ea talks about the kuleana of both a chief and the
people of his village. This lesson can be applied to all cultures and heritages within the
classroom.
Steps:
1. As a group, discuss what community is and how each of us fits in those different
kinds of communities. What are our roles? Have the students start to think about the
communities they are a part of.
2. Read and discuss the story of Hala`ea. Question students about who was pono
(doing the right thing) and who was not pono.
3. After discussing the story, ask the students to journal or write about their reaction to
this story and their kuleana in their own community. Reinforce the concept that
everyone can take kuleana to protect things they cherish. Create a way to identify and
appreciate students who do hold community responsibilities. Discussion prompts:
Do you have responsibilities as a member of a community?
What is your kuleana in your community?
What does your community do for you?
Reflection Questions:
* What do you think about the mo`olelo of Hala`ea?
* What was the role of Hala`ea in the community?
* What was the role of the fishermen? What was the role of the other villagers?
* What did you learn?
Resources:
www.to-hawaii.com/legends/halaea.php
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