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ANSWER KEY to Oasis of the Pacific Response Sheet
New Words to Know

1.     sediment               – dirt in run-off water that sinks to the bottom

2.      marine debris       – ocean litter

3.      keystone species  – 1 organism that a whole ecosystem depends on

Listen

Read these questions before viewing the film and listen for possible answers.

4. What 3 human activities put marine ecosystems in danger? 

· Shoreline sprawl or coastal development of housing, roads, businesses, etc causes sediment to run off into coral reefs, smothering them

· Pollution, including: chemical run off from agriculture which kills species, creates pathogen friendly environments to disease species; dumping, esp. fishing gear 

· Over-fishing, esp. by gill nets used improperly & long-lining which causes “by catch” deaths to fish, seals, turtles, birds, whales, eels, octopus, squid
5. Which groups of people are causing the problems?

· Urban coastal sprawl run off caused by contractors
· Pollution caused by farmers, landfill companies, fishermen, beach-goers
· Over-fishing caused by fishermen
6. What can certain people do to solve the problems?

· Public can help activists to demand laws regulating development practices that cause sediment run-off
· Same goes for pollution … also organic farming, preventing wind & rain erosion at landfills, and the public needs to reduce, re-use & recycle, esp. at beaches & on boats
· Same for over-fishing …regulating fishing (esp. by outside agents, not commercial interests) is needed, plus sustainable  fish-farming is needed
7. Why is it important to take action to protect all ocean life? We don’t know which species are “keystones” so we must protect all.  The ocean regulates all life on Earth (climate, air) … if it is sick or dies, we all get sick & die.
Speak!

8. Students can keep updated through www.kahea.org and other activist groups in our community, island, state, country or globally.  As a class or alone, they can write to newspapers, the governor,  the DLNR in Hawai‘i etc.  to demand protection of Hawaii’s natural resources and culture.  They can also teach those younger than themselves about issues and solutions, and be role models in their families to behave pono (to do what is right).
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