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Intended for Grades 7 – 12    Estimated Time: 30 – 50 min  

Lesson Title: KNOWING YOUR PLACE 

Lesson Purpose:  Students will: 
- Be introduced to the significance of “place” in Hawaiian culture.
- Read and discuss various quotes from respected Hawaiian leaders and scholars.
- Deepen understanding of why place is so important in Hawaiian culture.

Materials & Preparation:  
* Handout or PowerPoint - ‘Sense of Place’ quotes; Ku Kanaka quote

(See Lesson Resource)

Background Information:  The following information is from a Presentation entitled “A 

Hawaiian Sense of Place/Connection/Belonging” (Sacred Places of Knowing & Wisdom) 

“The lessons learned about Place as Community is that Place is 
Community; Place is Sacred; Place is Identity; Place is Leadership and Place is 
Education.  

Place is all of those things, because place is us, you and me and all of our 
ancestors collectively with all of mankind or humankind. Thus, for me, Place is 
Community means:  

Protocols or those rituals, ceremonies, and prayers that infuse life in our living 

environment, and connects us to Creator and Mother Earth.  

Legacy or that imprint which we have left upon the hearts and lives of those 
who live on after us, and those yet unborn, the generations to come, and the 
collective memory of our sojourn on earth that makes us all better because we 

knew and loved each other.  
Ancestors or that genetic imprint which we have been endowed with that lives 
on in us, and in whose ancestral footsteps we follow and seem drawn to as 

familiar and true.  
Collective and cherished relatives that make up who we are as community, 

without whom we stand alone, but with whom we find significance, meaning 

and fulfillment.  
Empowerment, embracing and emotional is the power place has in our 
personal lives as we literally walk upon the bones of our ancestors to find our 
rightful place in the universe.”       

 

Steps: 
1. Ask students to partner and discuss: “What does ‘Sense of Place’ mean to you?”

2. Invite sharing of responses and facilitate a large group discussion about “place”.
Write down and post responses for student referral after they read.

http://www.haskell.edu/red_center/papers/MALAE_KA_LAMAKU.pdf
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3. Have students break into 6 groups and pass out the two-page handout entitled,
“What does Sense of Place Mean to You?”  (Six quotes by Peter Apo, Elizabeth
Lindsey, Oswald Stender, Charles Maxwell, Ramsay Taum, and Charles Kaupu -
Source: http://www.moolelo.com/Sense-of-Place.pdf)

4. Assign each group one of the 6 quotes to read and discuss with their team.
Ask students to:

- Read and discuss quote together; each group member is asked to share something
they understand and find important. 

- List 3-5 ideas of what sense of place means to the author.
- Compare these ideas with the student-generated list of what sense of place means.

What is same? Different?

5. Reconvene and ask each group to share their quote and group reflection.

6. End the session reading the George Kanahele quote about place.  Invite students to
respond to this reading:  “What do you agree is important about place in Hawaiian and
local cultures?”

Reflection Questions: 
* What does a ‘Sense of Place’ mean to you?
* How does thinking from Hawaiian leaders compare with ideas shared by students?

Resources: 
* PowerPoint: “A Sense of Place” and “Ku Kanaka” quotes (provided)

http://www.moolelo.com/Sense-of-Place.pdf
http://www.kumupono.com/Hawaiian%20Cultural%20Landscape.pdf
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