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Intended for Grades:  6-12     Est. Time:  60 min. 

Lesson Title:  A MELE CREATION 

Lesson Purpose:  Students will: 
* Learn that our connection to a certain place can be captured through our senses
* Use sight, smell, sounds, touch, emotions, and relationships to create a valuable

oratory that preserves important ideas through oli

Materials & Preparation: 
* Story of Olomana Slideshow (See Lesson Resource); ability to project & share slideshow
* Binder paper and pencils/pens

Background Information: 
For Hawaiians of the past who had an oral culture, Oli, or chants were how 

history was preserved and honored.  Oli were written to record information about the life 
& death of royalty, about ‘ohana, special ceremonies, events, relationships, and stories 
of place.  

These days we have many other ways to learn about and preserve history, 
including reading and writing, IPads and computers, and videos and recordings. 
Fortunately, cultural practices are also preserved, as there are still people in Hawai‘i 
who continue to write chants to share about life. 

Oli today can be expressed in a variety of ways, from a traditional style of chant 
to a rap, slam poem, or modern song.  Oli can include memories, feelings, smells, 
tastes, touch, hearing, and sight.  Understanding of senses adds to the preservation of 
the experience being documented.  

Composing comes from within, and an Oli can share important knowledge and 
feelings.  A person’s composition can express their “Sense of Place” by telling a special 
story or experience about a certain location.  An Oli can also share one’s love for this 
place, encouraging future generations to also value and respect the area being 
described and honored.   

Steps: 
1. Introduce the idea of composing chants by inviting students to share what they know
about oli, or chants.  What is their purpose? Why were they created?  What are they
about? How do you feel when hearing an Oli?

2. To deepen understanding, share the story of Olomana and an Oli entitled “Nā Mele
No Maunawili” created in relationship to this story.  NOTE: Open the lesson PowerPoint
in Slide Show Mode to enable the sound buttons. Have group members volunteer
reading the story presented on the first four slides of the Lesson PowerPoint.  Discuss
what was understood and the values shared in this story.

3. Distribute paper and ask students to write on the top line their full name: First, middle,
last, & nick name.

4. Have participants write down the definition of Oli found on the slide that follows the
story. Read the definition out loud for them as they write it. (Est. 2 minutes)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tXg7tb2nitwSYUaM3ZzjIG64Y2oJlLHnvn2GegiqXNg/edit?slide=id.g380d9f57f9c_0_15#slide=id.g380d9f57f9c_0_15
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5. Next, read aloud the Oli entitled He Mele No Maunawili, shared on the following slide.
Discuss what this chant might mean and how it connects to the Olomana story.

6. Share that students are going to learn this Oli as they also write down ideas to create
their own chant about a special place.  Share each slide for lines 1 - 7 by following this
pattern:

a. Read the line out loud; have students write it on their papers.

b. Play the sound button and have students listen first and then chant along:
NOTE: Each audio recording will start at the beginning of the Oli to help students
practice and learn it.  Repeat the Oli as many times as needed. 

c. Ask students to write their own thoughts that relate to each line, using the
following prompts.  Provide 2-3 minutes to write ideas for each line.

* Line 1:  Write down the name of a place that you cherish, and share why.
  (I.e.: An ahupua’a, town, mountain, beach, forest, etc.). 

* Line 2:  Write down some things that you can see, feel, taste, smell, or touch
  about the place you cherish. 

* Line 3:  Write down who the people are that make up your lei (Those who love
 and support you and are important in your life). 

* Line 4:  Write down what this place represents to you.

* Line 5:  Write down the strengths you gain from this place.

* Line 6:  Write down how you want this place to be remembered.

* Line 7:  Write down the ways you can honor your place.

7. Replay the entire chant to reinforce learning it. Then ask students to use their notes
to write seven short phrases to create their own Oli of their cherished place.  Students
who write in English and hope to create a traditional Oli may want to find someone to
translate it into Hawaiian. Participants can also create a non-traditional rap, slam poem,
or song using this same content. (Est. 15-20 minutes)

8. Help students think about what was learned during this activity using the reflection
questions below.

9. Celebrate what was written by having students share their Oli at an appropriate time.

Reflection Questions: 
* What has this activity taught you about a sense of place?
* How has this activity helped you understand the Hawaiian perspective of Oli?
* What are some important things that you learned about yourself?
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