
Mahalo Nui Loa

Project Summary

King Intermediate
Sep, Oct, Nov 2024
Kumu Sarah & Justine
10 - 7th grade students
18 - 8th grade students
UAT team: Kumu Sheanae, Niki, Beau

Our goal was to create projects that help to strengthen students'
identity and HĀ achievements in their school community and beyond.
We aimed to increase pilina in the classroom and expand literacy skills
through art and mala projects in partnership with the intention of
inspring students to grow and reach their potential. 

Mahalo for partnering with Growing Pono Schools! We are currently funded by a U.S.
Department of Education Native Hawaiian Education Program Award S362A230012
titled Ulu A‘e Transitions 2.0. Please note that we do not necessarily represent the official
views of the U.S. Department of Education nor its Native Hawaiian Education Program.

Project Resources Folder

https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/
https://coe.hawaii.edu/cds/current-projects/ulu-ae-transitions/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GWLfundEgVoQ5_KfrYWe8YopYw9kIfYV?usp=sharing


Goal 1.2: All students learn in a safe,
nurturing, and culturally responsive
environment
Desired Outcome 1.2.2. All students
demonstrate positive behaviors at school
Desired Outcome 1.2.3. All students
experience a Nā Hopena A‘o environment
for learning

Project Focus

General Learner
Outcomes

DOE Nā Hopena Aʻo
(HĀ) Practices

Strengthened Sense of Belonging,
Responsibility, Excellence, Aloha,
Total-Well-Being, and Hawaiʻi

Strengthen understanding of the Native
Hawaiian Culture through art,
gardening, and moʻolelo
Strengthen understanding of one’s own
culture and self
Increase pilina (connection) between
kumu and haumana
Increase literacy and art skills

Hawai'i DOE Strategic
Plan

Self-Directed Learner
Community Contributor
Complex Thinker
Quality Producer
Effective Communicator
Effective and Ethical User of Technology



Ulu Aʻe Transitions

September
Art Lesson: Learn how lines and shapes connect countries and cultures
across the pacific and beyond
Haʻawina: Finish drawing and coloring Kalo Zentangle 

October
Mahi ʻai Lesson: Learn their “Veggie ID” and plant their veggies based off
of their personality traits
Haʻawina: Plant veggies in their garden to watch them grow

November
Moʻolelo Murals: Brainstorm and create sketches for a new mural based
upon moʻolelo from their visits to Paepae O Heʻeia 
Haʻawina: Finish drawing and coloring sketches

Project Timeline

Lesson plans

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GWLfundEgVoQ5_KfrYWe8YopYw9kIfYV?usp=sharing


September

“Kalo Zentangle”
(26 students completed projects)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qEqASY0hYjaSlg-_qOask-MqeUGw2IRj?usp=sharing


October“Grow Where You're Rooted”
(58 vegetables planted)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1C_qx0ZZ_rTOea_mJmQ_P5WHQECGqOZQc?usp=sharing


December“Moʻolelo Murals”
(8 groups completed)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15_9D8IneflLTgurF1nNUqXMG20TCx25O?usp=sharing


Ulu A'e Transitions Project 

Student Reflections

My biggest takeaway from this project...
“It was helpful and fun”

“It gave me a chance to have fun and express”
“The things I learned about myself”

 “The kumu are kind, caring, and patient with all of us”
“I will remember all the patterns I used”

“To always malama the ‘aina”
“DRAWING!”

“It’s awesome”
“How important Hawai’i is”

“The outcome and how everything slowly started to connect”
“Culture is an important aspect of who I am today”

“The most important thing that I remember is the stories about what’s behind the mo’olelo or
the art”

“That I have learned more about my Hawaiian side”
“The fun I had”

“The art that I got to make”
“Getting to do thes things with my friends”

“Working together”
“Having fun!”



Based on this experience, what immediate goals might you have for enhancing
your teaching, especially in using HĀ strategies?

“Give students think time, space to understand, brainstorm and collaborate.”
“Their sense of belonging with integration of “old” and new students is of high
importance right now so they feel included and will be mentors for next year’s
group.”

What specific strategies or practices from this project might you plan to use in
your future practice to engage students and motivate them to learn?

“The “personality” quiz and how their personalities interact with others were very
helpful to them and us. Art expression🙂”
“Student think time, group collaboration, share out.. Feedback + &”

Kumu Feedback & Reflection

>Pono Pass It On! Reflection Cards 

Additional Resources from Growing Pono Schools:

>Culture-based education lesson guides:
Sense of Self, Sense of Place, Sense of Community, Sense of Belonging

Mahalo & A Hui Hou

https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/pono-pass-it-on/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/pono-pass-it-on/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/sense-of-self/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/sense-of-place/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/sense-of-community/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/sense-of-belonging/

