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ULU A’E TRANSITIONS

Intended for Grades: 6-12 Estimated Time: 120 minutes Date: 11/15/2024
LESSON TITLE: Kalo Zentangle

LESSON PURPOSE: Participants (teacher and students) will:
Identify their own emotions

Develop awareness for self and others

Integrate social and cultural assets

Deepen understanding of others by viewing other perspectives

MATERIALS & PREPARATION:
[J 30 sheets of 12"x18” white sulphite drawing paper (or one per student)
[J Pencils
(] Markers
[J Black sharpies (fine & extra fine)
[J Pens
[0 Computer Paper/Sketchbook
[J Erasers
[ Chart Paper/Post-it poster paper
[J Kalo leaf, plant, print out or in real life
[J Lending Collection Items

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Students will create an original work of art by identifying, applying, and communicating
patterns and motifs of their ancestral cultures/backgrounds. To enhance this lesson, you can
give students this worksheet as ha’awina (homework) to complete and bring back before the
next class.

STEPS:

Po’ai (Opening Circle): Begin with Breathing Exercise (Pono Card: Hanu/Ha). Discuss the
prompt: What is your ethnic culture(s), and one thing you know, wonder, or want to learn
about your culture.

1. Students will think about their own culture and write down in their sketchbooks
(K-W-L). Offer examples and if students are unsure of their own culture, have them
write about cultures that they have been around/know (i.e. Hawai‘i- Hawaiian Culture).

2. Pair Share: What are two things you know and are proud of from your culture(s) and
what’s one question you wonder about? Whole group share out: What common
theme did you hear about each other's culture? What common Know’s do we have?
What common Wonders do we have? What common learnings do we have?

3. Prep work: Ask each student about the countries in which their ancestors came from.
Write each country down and go to the Lending Collection to borrow items with
patterns from each country. Be sure to check the Lending Collection’s hours of



https://docs.google.com/document/d/10nkBfaAeYGEj0GqNpulgVpWg-HJmsfCt6dzJk3JnpTw/edit?usp=sharing
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2024/06/4x6-Middle-High-School-Pono-Cards-.pdf
https://practices.learningaccelerator.org/strategies/know-wonder-learn-kwl-chart
https://practices.learningaccelerator.org/strategies/know-wonder-learn-kwl-chart
https://honolulumuseum.org/pQDVzI5/lending-collection

operation before planning your visit. The collection offers free round-trip shipping for
Neighbor Island educators, and items can be requested by email or phone. If you're
unable to visit in person, you can also find examples online through a Google search.
Additionally, the Lending Collection is in the process of digitizing its holdings and has a
small online catalog of Marshallese objects.

4. See Art Make Art: Talk about & show patterns and designs found in each culture.
Have students guess what country each item comes from before announcing.

5. Demonstrate art concepts of line, color, and value

6. Students now can sketch and draw the Lending Collection items in front of them, or
print outs of cultural objects if you were unable to borrow items. Have students focus
on patterns and the objects that interest them or are from the country of their
ancestors. Rotate and share items every minute, until students have at least five
different patterns.

7. Students will also create and design their own patterns inspired by the items. Students
will draw 12-16 boxes on their sketchbooks and fill it with lines and designs that
represent them (personality, moods, culture, etc.)

8. Kumu demonstrates how to draw a kalo leaf (basic line and shapes) through the
teaching style of | do, you do. Step by step as students follow along on their drawing
paper. A kalo leaf template is also available for use.

9. Students are encouraged to fill in each section of the kalo leaf with patterns that
represent their ancestors, cultures, moods, personalities, and identity.

10. If this is a graded project, you can refer to these slides to review the expectations for
the final product, and this self reflection assessment. Feel free to change and adapt as
necessary.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
1) How do we look at culture to inspire the creative process within ourselves?


https://lendingcollection.honolulumuseum.org/?page_id=697
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VEd3EDF-voBjbQgAPCHBItSothSFuiSEBYy2pt91zn4/edit#slide=id.g92c5ee20cf_0_78
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hQHJXwCxMGi7bRnK0pnW0Ci8i8SuR203/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CZ9avvvEq0DmAoSba7_X4TgDTYlOyQ0N3xMx483SYa4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gS08bfNj4kXgDmPlvnQhBcu_-OrqTjOX/view?usp=drive_link

FINAL PRODUCT EXAMPLES:




