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Intended for Grades: 6-12 Estimated Time: 60-90 minutes Date: December 1, 2024
LESSON TITLE: Read-Aloud to Younger Students

LESSON PURPOSE: Participants (teacher and students) will:
e Improve reading fluency and expression.
e Demonstrate effective reading skills using appropriate tone, pacing, and engagement
techniques.
Develop their presentation skills by reading aloud to younger students.
Actively engage younger students in the reading experience to listen attentively and
interact with the reader and story.

MATERIALS & PREPARATION:
[ Selection of picture books or age-appropriate books for elementary students (selected
by the older students in advance)
[J Copies of the chosen book (one per older student)
[J A rubric for assessing reading fluency and expression
[J Chairs and seating arrangement for group reading

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Strengthening a sense of community through read-alouds
by older students can be very meaningful to younger peers. The focus on interactive reading
ensures the session is enjoyable and educational for both groups. This lesson can be done
throughout the year and encourages older students to strengthen their reading skills as well
as responsibility to be leaders for the younger students.

STEPS:
1. Set expectations and provide the “why” for this activity: Discuss the power and
importance of reading aloud. Explain that reading to younger students can help them
develop listening skills and an interest in reading, while also giving the older students a
chance to practice their presentation skills.
2. Introduce the books that the older students will be reading. Briefly go over the content
and discuss any key themes or characters.
3. Explain the goals of the session:
-Tone & Expression: Use varied vocal tones and emotion to bring the story to
life.
-Pacing: Speak at a steady pace, not too fast or slow.
-Engagement: Make eye contact and involve the younger students (e.g.,
through questions, facial expressions, or prompting them to react).
-Clarity and Volume

4. Practice Skill Building Activity: Reading Aloud Techniques



a. Warm-Up Exercise: Ask students to read a short paragraph aloud in different
styles: (e.g., excited, sad, angry, happy). This will help them experiment with
tone and pacing.

b. Discuss and Practice Reading Skills:

iv.

Pacing: Show examples of fast and slow reading, explaining when each
style is appropriate. Have students practice reading a line in both fast
and slow modes, focusing on understanding pacing.

Tone/Expression: Demonstrate reading a line of text with little
expression, then read it again with exaggerated emotion. Ask students
to do the same, focusing on making the reading more dynamic and
interesting.

Engagement: Discuss how to make eye contact, use hand gestures, and
ask questions while reading (e.g., “What do you think will happen next?”
or “Can you spot the main character?”)

Clarity and Volume

5. Preparing for the actual reading session: Provide opportunities for students to practice
reading to a range of audience (i.e. other students in class, other adults, family
members, etc.). Encourage students to also prepare questions to ask before, during,
and after reading.

6. Actual Read-Aloud to younger students: Older students will read their books aloud to
the younger students. Encourage them to use the strategies discussed: tone, pacing,
expression, and engagement.

a. While reading, older students

Ask questions to engage the younger students (e.g., “What do you think
is going to happen next?” or “How do you think the character feels?”).
What did they like about the story? Which parts of the reading were fun
or interesting?

Point out illustrations and discuss them to keep younger students
interested.

Use facial expressions or gestures to match the tone of the story.
Encourage younger students to respond and share their thoughts about
the story.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
1) How did you feel about reading aloud to younger students?
2) What worked well? What could you improve?
2) What are some things you’ve learned about your teacher and classmates that make
you glad to be with them?



Assessment:

e Formative:

o Observe the older students as they read aloud and use the "Reading Aloud
Checklist" to assess their use of tone/expression, pacing, clarity/volume, and
engagement.

o Provide verbal feedback during the reflection and discuss what they did well and
areas for improvement.

e Summative:

o Collect informal feedback from the younger students on their enjoyment of the
reading and if they felt engaged in the session.

o Older students can reflect in a brief journal entry or discussion about what they
learned from the experience.

Differentiation:

e For Struggling Readers: Pair with a peer who can support them, or choose books with
larger text and illustrations.

e For Advanced Students: Encourage more dramatic reading styles or give them a more
challenging book to read.

Extensions:

e Have older students create their own coloring page or picture books/simple stories to
read aloud in future sessions (See Lesson)

e Plan another session where older students choose a book together and practice reading
to an even younger class, or set up a video recording for them to critique their
performance.




Reading Aloud Checklist for Older Students

Use this checklist to help you focus on important skills while reading aloud to younger students.
Check off the items that you do well, and think about how you can improve the areas that need
work.

1. Pacing

[J I speak at a steady pace — Not too fast or too slow.

[J I pause at important moments — For example, after a question, an exciting part, or a
big reveal.

[J 1vary my speed — | slow down during serious or emotional parts, and speed up for
exciting parts.

2. Tone & Expression

[J 1 use different voices or tones for different characters (if applicable).
[J My voice matches the mood of the story (e.g., happy, sad, surprised).
[J 1 change my tone to show excitement, fear, or other emotions.

[J 1 use facial expressions to match the mood (smiling, frowning, etc.).

3. Engagement

[J 1 make eye contact with the younger students to keep them interested.

[J 1 ask questions to engage the younger students (e.g., "What do you think will happen
next?" or "How do you think the character feels?").
[J I encourage the younger students to respond or make comments about the story.

4. Clarity & Volume

[J I speak clearly and loudly enough for everyone to hear me.
[J 1 pronounce words correctly, especially tricky ones.

[J 1use pauses to give the younger students time to understand the story (especially
when there’s an important or exciting part).
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