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Kane'ohe Elementary School haumana (students) showcase their learning through
AR Makr, an augmented reality app, at Purple Mai‘a’s Future Ancestors Ho'ike.
PHOTO COURTESY KANE‘OHE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL/ ULU A’E TRANSITIONS
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Keiki Learn About
Special Chant

BY WINDWARD O‘AHU VOICE STAFF

This summer, fourth-grade haumana
(students) at Kane‘ohe Elementary
School participated in a summer learn-
ing experience centered on Hoala Pu‘ahu‘ula,
a special oli (chant) written for the school by
‘Wali Camvel and his wife, Donna Ann Kame-
ha‘ika Camvel.

University of Hawai‘i-housed Native Ha-
waiian education project Ulu A‘e Transitions
was a community partner in the effort, and
Niki Fisiiahi-Thomayer and Sheanae Tam of
that project helped students complete lessons
and tasks. They explain that through storytell-
ing, place-based learning, art and technology,
Kane‘ohe Elementary School students ex-
plored the deeper meanings behind the chant
and forged a stronger sense community, identi-
ty and sense of purpose.

It all began when fourth grade kumu (teach-
ers) Grace Tsubaki-Noguchi, Jennifer Keawe
and Tricia Kreidler noticed students could per-
form the oli, but lacked an understanding of its
meaning. Truly understanding the oli required
going beyond the motions. What teachers and
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students learned brought new
depth to the chant.

The oli was origindly cre-
ated in 2017 for kumu Bella
Finau-Faumuina's sixth grade
class.  Finau-Faumuinahad
reached out to Wali to seeif he
knew of an oli students could
recite in the morning to help
prepare them for the day.

Waeli told her he would do
one better and he and hiswife
created a chant specifically for
them.

Finau-Faumuina and her
classthen crested the motions
that accompany the chant.
This choreography helps stu-
dents remember the words
and honor the places and peo-
ple connected to Kane‘ohe
Elementary School.

During the summer pro-
gram, Finau-Faumuina, a cul-
tural educator, worked closely
to teach students the meaning
of the oli, helping build foun-
dationd knowledge and ap-
preciation.

She shared that the Cam-
vels, longtime residents of
Kane‘ohe, researched the tra-
ditional names of the small
land divisions, or ‘ili, within
the Kane‘ohe ahupua‘a. Many
of these names have been for-
gotten or are no longer used.
The ‘ili in the oli are areas
covered by the Kane‘othe
school digtrict where most of
the studentsreside.

“As the sun touches each
‘ili, as it rises from the eastern
sky, it awakens the students,
and calls them to arise, to be
ready to embrace learning,
to open their minds and to
absorb dl the educationa ex-
periences that are waiting for
them at Kane‘ohe Elementary
School,” states Wali.

Building upon that foun-
dationd knowledge, students
learned in a variety of ways
throughout the program: from

hands-on  experiences and
art-making to in-depth discus-
sonsand digita storytelling.
They explored the history
and significance of the land
divisonsfeatured in the oli.
With guidance from their
kumu and support from com-
munity partners, they devel-
oped a sense of place and the
kuleana (responsibility). The

community partners include |

Purple Mai‘a, Pop Creative
Media, Ulu A‘e Transitions
and others.

Principal Derek Minakami
states that too often the stu-
dents recite the oli without
understanding the mo‘olelo
(story) from which it sprouts.

“However,
project, funded largely by
the Kamehameha Schools
Kaiaulu Partnership, and em-
powered by our kumu and

community partners, students ¢

deepened their understanding
of the oli and embraced their
kuleana as ‘6iwi (native) lead-
ers to teach others,” Minaka-
mi states.

Keawe, one of the three
kumu involved, states, “I1t's so
rewarding to connect with our
haumana through this kind of
work. Building pilina (rela-
tionships) and learning more
about our place is so import-
ant for al of us to strengthen

through this ¢

Experience Boosts Knowledge

(From top) Kumu Bella Finau-Faumuina shares the meaning and story of eachili (small
land divisions) that surround Kane‘ohe Elementary School, along with the motions

of the school’s oli; haumana (students) in the lo‘i of Aina Aloha o Na Lima Hana leam
about plants traditionally found in the Kane‘ohe ahupua‘a; and haumana work together
to create an ahupua‘a model in the sands of Waikalua Loko I'a. PHoTOS courTESY
KANE‘OHE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL/ ULU A‘E TRANSITIONS

our sense of belonging.

“It was truly a privilege to
learn together and watch our
haumana shine as they share
the mo‘olelo of the ‘ili they

come from. It is my hope that
they will forever remember
their connection to Kane‘ohe
and be proud of where they
come from.”
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At Sandwich Isle Pest Solutions,

‘ we understand that every termite
< threat is different. No matter what
type of pest infestation you are
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: currently experiencing, we have a
solution perfectly suited for your
home or office.
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