
Mahalo Nui Loa

Blanche Pope Elementary School
June 23, 2026
Kumu Shawna Smith
17- Incoming 4th grade students
UAT Staff: Kumu Niki & Kumu Elly
 

Mahalo for partnering with Growing Pono Schools! We are currently funded by a U.S.
Department of Education Native Hawaiian Education Program Award S362A230012 titled
Ulu A‘e Transitions 2.0. Please note that we do not necessarily represent the official views
of the U.S. Department of Education nor its Native Hawaiian Education Program.

PROJECT SUMMARY

In this project, Students explored the cultural
significance of the ipu (gourd) as a symbol of
identity, knowledge, and connection in Hawaiian
culture. The lesson began with Hanu Hā (intentional
breathing) to help students focus and prepare for
learning. Students then completed a "Who I Am" ipu
activity by reflecting on personal information,
including their name, where they are from, their
age, and their hobbies. They learned to introduce
themselves using simple Hawaiian language phrases
before sharing their introductions with their
classmates. The lesson concluded with a reflection
on how the ipu represents the stories, experiences,
and values that each person carries. Through this
activity, students strengthened their sense of self
while building connections to Hawaiian language
and culture.

https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/
https://coe.hawaii.edu/cds/current-projects/ulu-ae-transitions/


GENERAL LEARNER
OUTCOMES (GLOS)

HAWAII DOE
STRATEGIC PLAN

Goal 1.2: All students learn in a safe, nurturing,
and culturally responsive environment.
Desired Outcome 1.2.2. All students demonstrate
positive behaviors at school.
Desired Outcome 1.2.3. All students experience a
Nā Hopena A‘o environment for learning. 

Self-Directed Learner
Community Contributor
Complex Thinker
Quality Producer
Effective Communicator
Effective and Ethical User of Technology

DOE NĀ HOPENA AʻO
(HĀ) OUTCOMES

Strengthened Sense of Belonging,
Responsibility, Excellence, Aloha, Total-
Well-Being, and Hawaiʻi.

PROJECT TIMELINE

Centering with Hanu Hā

Introduction to the Ipu

“Who I Am” Lesson

Sharing and Reflection

Strengthen students sense of self and understanding of the significance of the ipu in
the Hawaiian culture & an introduction to ʻolelo Hawaiʻi (Hawaiian Language).
Increase pilina (connections) between kumu (teacher), and haumana (students)
Increase literacy with speaking and listening skills

PROJECT FOCUS



SLIDES

WHO I AM LESSON

Blanche Pope Elementary 4th Grade Student Feedback
“Who I Am”

https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/?s=who+i+am


Additional Resources from Growing Pono Schools:

>Culture-based education lesson guides:
Sense of Self, Sense of Place, Sense of Community, Sense of Belonging

>Pono Pass It On! Reflection Cards 

>Digital media via Animate Anything app: Level 1 & Level 2

>Portrait Drawing with Elly

Mahalo & A Hui Hou

Kumu Feedback & Reflection

What worked well during this activity and what most contributed to that success?
Having the introduction of the ipu and its significance helped to get the students
engaged. When connecting the activity to the students helped to keep them engaged
and have them step out of their comfort zone.

https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/curriculum-new/?e-filter-f460873-category=sense-of-self
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/curriculum-new/?e-filter-f460873-category=sense-of-place
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/curriculum-new/?e-filter-f460873-category=sense-of-community
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/curriculum-new/?e-filter-f460873-category=sense-of-belonging
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/pono-pass-it-on/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/pono-pass-it-on/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/digital-animation-level-1/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/digital-animation-level-2/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/portrait-drawing-with-elly/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/portrait-drawing-with-elly/
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