
This professional development (PD) session at Mokulele Elementary School
supported teachers in integrating Hawaiian culture and relationship-based

learning into their classrooms through the Growing Pono Schools “Story of My
Name” lesson. Designed for grades 3-8, the lesson builds pilina by engaging

students in exploring the origins and meanings of their names through ʻohana
interviews, reflection, and sharing. 

During the PD, teachers experienced the lesson as learners, strengthening
skills in culturally responsive teaching, pilina (connection), and student voice. The

training equipped educators with practical strategies to foster belonging,
identity, and respectful listening, supporting culturally grounded, place-based

education across grade levels.
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https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/2024/11/18/story-of-my-name/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/growingponoschools/2024/11/18/story-of-my-name/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U_zEsrHJ2WlOdG_wU18MUzQ184Aflaj7/view?usp=drive_link
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