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Compiled by the Hawaiʻi Statewide Family 
Engagement Center, these Family Guides (Grades 
K-5) are a must-read for families across our state 
who are motivated to engage with their children’s 
learning in more direct and intimate ways. As 
parents, grandparents, extended family, and 
friends, we all care about children’s emotional 
wellbeing, learning progress, and ability to meet 
grade-level standards.

The Family Guides Grades K-5 were originally 
developed by Seek Common Ground and Student 
Achievement Partners to support families in 
developing a better understanding of what grade-
level standards in literacy and math are and what 
children ought to know and be able to do to meet 
them. They also offer strategies that families can 
adopt to keep their children’s learning on track or 
help them catch up. Particularly useful are the 
sections which explain educational words, provide 
tips on how to communicate with teachers, and list 
additional tools and resources.

The generous Creative Commons license of these 
Family Guides permits a wide freedom of use and 
distribution.
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GRADE 

K

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyday Activities to Support Learning – We’ve
included some ways you can support your child in 

learning important content and skills in literacy and math.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Words – Sometimes, you’ll hear educators
use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Those
words are in bold. Understanding those terms will help 

you speak the same language.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Your Child Should Know & Be Able to Do – What 

experts say is the most important content (knowledge and 

skills) for students to learn by the end of kindergarten

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips for Talking with Teachers – How you and your
child’s teacher can work together to help your child grow.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tools and Resources to Help – We’ve chosen a few 

internet resources that best match each grade’s content.

Parents and caregivers want their children to succeed in school – to be engaged 
and excited about learning; to build strong relationships with their teachers and 
peers; and to learn each year the knowledge and skills they need to be  
academically successful.

But it hasn’t always been easy for parents and caregivers to figure out what 
children should know and be able to do by the end of each grade – and how to 
discuss these topics with children and their teachers. 

These Family Guides take the mystery out and provide parents and caregivers 
with the information and tools they need to support their children academically in 
literacy and math, which are the building-block subjects for everything else. 

With these Guides, families can engage more deeply in their children’s education, 
advocate for them, and build partnerships with their teachers, thus developing 
a strong bond between students, families, and teachers that ensures kids thrive. 

Family Guides to Support Learning

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES:

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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Throughout the school year, kindergarten students will spend the most time working on the 
following topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year.

Learning to read and write:

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Playing with language, rhyming, clapping out, or counting syllables. Identifying beginning,
middle, and end sounds in spoken words (phonemic/phonological awareness)

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Naming all upper- and lower-case letters. Matching those letters with their sounds.
Printing them clearly by hand on handwriting paper.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matching letters and sounds to sound out and write simple words. Focus on the most
common consonant and short vowel sounds. (This may include inventive spelling 

for writing.)
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and rereading decodable words and sentences in simple texts so the
reading is smooth.

Learning about the world through *text:

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asking and answering questions about stories and texts read aloud. (Children may need some
prompting.) Retelling what happened and explaining key ideas.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figuring out the meaning of unknown words by using pictures, context, etc. (Children may
need support with pronunciation.)

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Showing something new they have learned from text or about a topic. This can be in lots of
ways: speaking and conversation, illustrations, letters, journals, stories, posters, or sentences 

on the page.

Using a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to answer a question or describe an 

event or topic from a text. Children may use simple sentences and some inventive spelling.

KINDERGARTEN: LITERACY

*The texts used for this purpose are often read aloud since they are more complex than the child could read alone. But texts that children can read for 
themselves (with support as needed) may also be used.

LITERACY

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pick a topic to learn about together. Read books, look online, do things together.  You can help 
your child build knowledge and develop a love of learning.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Play sound games with your child! Pick a letter sound to start as many words as you can in a 
sentence (“Leo Lion laughs loudly”). Make silly words (“big,” “boom,” “bop,” “biz,” "baz”). Clap out 
syllables. Sing songs together and call out the rhyming words.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify the sounds in the beginning, middle, and end of spoken words. Separate words into 
their sounds (/b/ /a/ /t/). Then blend them back together (“b-a-t bat!”).

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read aloud to your child for 20 minutes each day.  Talk about what is happening.  Ask what 
they are learning.

Have your child help with real-world writing. Use starting sounds, then add ending or middle 
sounds. (“Let’s start the grocery list. What letter should you write to help me remember to buy 
milk?”)
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Throughout the school year, kindergarten students will spend the most time working on the following 
topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year. 

•
  
  
  
  

Counting to 10. By the end of the year, children should be able to count to 100.

•
  
  
  
  

Counting objects to tell how many there are.

•
  
  
  
  

Comparing two groups of objects to tell which group, if either, has more. (Group size
of up to 20.)

•
  
  
  
  

Understanding which of two written numbers between 1 and 10 is greater (6 is greater than 2). 

•
  
  
  
  

Acting out addition and subtraction word problems. Drawing pictures to show and solve
the problems. For example, four children are standing in a row when two walk away.  How many 

children are left?

•
  
  
  
  

Adding with a sum of 10 or less.  Subtracting from a number 10 or less.

•
  
  
  
  

MATHEMATICS

Adding and subtracting very small numbers quickly and accurately (3 + 1). 

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO

KINDERGARTEN: MATHEMATICS

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask your child ‘how many?’ questions. 

(“How many raisins are in this pile? How 

many in that pile?”) Keep the amounts 

fairly small, inside the range of counting 

words your child can say in order.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Split the collection into two groups to ask 

greater than/less than/equal to questions. 

(“Are there more raisins in this group or 

that one?”)

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gather small similar items to create a 

“counting collection.” Have your child 

count the items out loud. (“One raisin. 

Two raisins.”) You can use any small object 

you have at home. Ask your child to count objects into piles 

of 10 objects. Begin by asking your child to 

practice rote counting to 10, and then from 

10 to 20. Then practice counting by 10 

to 100 (10, 20, 30 . . .100).
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KINDERGARTEN 

EDUCATION WORDS

Sometimes, you’ll hear educators use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Understanding 
those terms will help you speak the same language!

Decodable 
Decodable texts are those that are connected to sound and spelling patterns that have 
already been taught, so most words the students read will be ones they can decode based 
on what they have been taught. (For example, students who have learned the sounds /a/, 
/c/, and /t/ can decode “cat.”)

Inventive spelling
Spelling a word using spelling attempts based on letters that the child knows to represent 
each sound. Accurate spelling is less important than ensuring that your child is using what 
they have been taught, and building up their ability to sound out words when writing. 

Phonemic awareness
The ability to recognize that spoken words are made up of individual sounds (or 
phonemes), and to identify, produce, and play with those individual sounds (a critical part of 
phonological awareness).

Phonological awareness 
The ability to recognize the sounds of language, including rhyme, syllables, and the 
sounds in words.

Reading level
Teachers often determine the grade level at which a student is reading. But sometimes, 
children are then limited to reading texts at that level (typically a letter or number). This 
practice is one to be wary of,  particularly if children are limited to reading only texts that 
are below the grade level goals, or texts that aren’t decodable and don’t match their 
phonics instruction.

Rote counting
Counting numbers in order (1, 2, 3, 4, 5...).

Sight words 
Sight words are any words that a child can read automatically.

Sum
A sum is the result or answer we get by adding two or more numbers or terms.
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KINDERGARTEN

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIPS FOR TALKING WITH TEACHERS

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask for specific updates on how your child is progressing in their understanding of the key
content of the grade.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should my child be able to understand and talk about as a result of what they
have learned?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you select texts? Will my child see characters and topics that represent them, their
background, and their identity? Will they learn new perspectives and about new and diverse
characters through the texts you use in the classroom?

What letters and sounds should my child have mastered at this point in the year? Has my
child mastered these sounds? Does my child have a chance to read texts that help them
practice decoding sounds they are learning? (Be sure to talk about what you are seeing at
home when you are helping your child.)

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What topics are children learning about through reading? What should my child be able to
understand and talk about as a result of what they have read?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child able to talk, draw, or write in ways that show you they understand what they are
reading and learning about? If not, what challenges are they facing?

What kind of book(s) is my child reading during independent reading? Are they limited to a
specific reading level or encouraged to select texts based on their interests?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are my child’s strengths, and how do you use them in instruction?

Does my child have a chance to practice handwriting in class? Is my child writing clearly
and legibly?

Math

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of number problems are children learning to solve this year?

Is my child able to demonstrate to you that they understand what they are learning about?
If not, what challenges are they facing? How can I help?
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KINDERGARTEN

Literacy
How to teach sight words 

https://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog%2Fliteracy-now%2F2016%2F06%2F23%2Fteach-
ldquo-sight-words-rdquo-as-you-would-other-words

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOOLS AND RESOURCES TO HELP

These resources include downloadable texts and resources for beginning readers 

https://readinguniverse.org/search?q=decodable+&amp;topic=&amp;resourceType=&amp;page=1 

MY NOTES AND QUESTIONS

What success in kindergarten reading looks like by the end of the year 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/grades/kindergarten/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kindergarten writing samples look like from the start of the year to the end 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/milestones-topics/writing-samples/

Math
Cards that help children tell the number of objects in a small set quickly, without counting 

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/quantity-cards/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A quick, fun game for math practice with numbers up to 20 

https://mathforlove.com/lesson/save-twenty/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory game with a twist, finding pairs that add up to 5, 10, or another target number 

https://mathforlove.com/lesson/sum-memory/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A short video story that uses items found in nature to practice subtraction 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vq2OlWIsjXk&feature=youtu.be

A readiness check to find out how your child is doing 

https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasks for a variety of math topics at the kindergarten level 

http://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/K
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1
GRADE 
1

Parents and caregivers want their children to succeed in school – to be engaged 
and excited about learning; to build strong relationships with their teachers and 
peers; and to learn each year the knowledge and skills they need to be 
successful academically.

Family Guides to Support Learning

But it hasn’t always been easy for parents and caregivers to figure out what 
children should know and be able to do by the end of each grade – and how to 
discuss these topics with their children and their teachers. 

These Family Guides take the mystery out, and provide parents and caregivers 
with the information and tools they need to support their children academically in 
literacy and math, which are the building-block subjects for everything else. 

With these Guides, families can engage more deeply in their children’s education, 
advocate for them, and build partnerships with their teachers – thus developing 
the strong bond between students, families, and teachers that ensures kids thrive. 

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

What Your Child Should Know & Be Able to Do – What 

experts say is the most important content (knowledge and 

skills) for students to learn by the end of first grade.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyday Activities to Support Learning – We’ve
included some ways you can support your child in 

learning important content and skills in literacy and math.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Words – Sometimes, you’ll hear educators
use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Those
words are bolded. Understanding those terms will help 

you speak the same language.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips for Talking with Teachers – How you and your
child’s teacher can work together to help your child grow.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tools and Resources to Help – We’ve chosen a few 

internet resources that best match each grade’s content.
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Throughout the school year,  first grade students will spend the most time working on the following 
topics.  They should understand them well by the end of the year.

Learning to read and write:

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matching letters and sounds to sound out and write simple words. (This may include 

inventive spelling for writing.) Students should be able to accurately decode and write all 

words with short vowel sounds, final -e, and common long vowel spellings.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognizing, spelling, and properly using those little grammatical words that hold the 

language together (for example, “a”, “the”, “to”, “of”, “from”, “I”, “is”, “are”).

Reading and rereading decodable words and sentences so that the reading is smooth.•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing neatly and legibly, with spacing between words and in complete sentences.

Learning about the world through *text:
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accurately asking and answering questions about stories and texts read aloud. Retelling what 

happened and explaining key ideas.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figuring out the meaning of unknown words by using pictures, context, glossaries, etc. 

(Children may need support with pronunciation.)

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Showing something new they have learned from a text or about a topic. This can be in any 

form: speaking and conversation, illustrations, letters, journals, stories, posters, or sentences 

on the page.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using a combination of drawing and writing to describe an event in a text. Children should 

include a title, an introductory sentence, examples, and a conclusion sentence.

*The texts used for this purpose are often read aloud, since they are more complex than the child could read alone.  Texts that 
children can read for themselves (with support as needed) may also be used.

GRADE 1: LITERACY

LITERACY

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO 

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read aloud to your child for 20 minutes 

each day. Talk about what is happening 

in the text. Ask what they are learning.

Pick a topic to learn about together. 

Read books, look online, do things 

together. You can help your child 
build knowledge and develop a love 
of learning.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listen to your child read and reread 

decodable text. Do they move from 

decoding sound by sound to reading 

that is smooth and clear? Rather 
than having your child simply look at

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pictures and guess, encourage them 
to sound out words that contain 
sounds and spellings that they know.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support your child to practice writing 

each day, including helping with real-
world writing. This can include grocery 

lists, reminder notes, chores, etc. Be 

sure your child can sound out the words 

and write the letters that they’ve 
learned represent the sounds.
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Throughout the school year, 1st grade students will spend the most time working on the following 
topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year. 

•
  
  
  
  

Solving addition and subtraction word problems starting within 10 and progressing to within 20. 

(For example, “Five apples were on the table. I ate some apples. Then there were three apples. 

How many apples did I eat?”)

•
  
  
  
  

Adding with a sum of 20 or less, and subtracting from a number 20 or less. A common strategy
for these problems is based on the number 10. (For example, to add 9 + 4, a student might first 

add 1 to 9, making 10, then add the remaining 3 to 10, making 13.) When subtracting, a student 

may use their addition knowledge. (For example, to solve 12-8,  if a student knows that 8 + 4 = 12, 

then taking 8 away from 12 would mean 4 remain.)

•
  
  
  
  

Mentally adding with a sum of 10 or less (2+5). Mentally subtracting with a sum of 10 or less (8-4). 

Students may also come to know some of these sums and differences from memory. 

•
  
  
  
  

Understanding what the digits mean in two-digit numbers (the number 42 refers to 4 tens
and 2 ones).

•
  
  
  
  

Understanding and practicing adding two, two-digit numbers by adding tens and tens and ones 

and ones. (41 + 27 = 60 + 8 = 68).

•
  
  
  
  

Measuring lengths of objects by using a shorter object as a unit of length.
(For example, “How many pencils long is this table leg?”)

GRADE 1: MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING 

As children engage with their world, ask addition and subtraction problems within 10. 

For example:
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- “You have three pencils in your bag, and I have six pencils in my bag. How many pencils 

do we have altogether?”

- “There are six birds on the sidewalk. Some flew away. Now there are only four birds. 

How many birds flew away?”

- “There are seven cookies in the green package and four cookies in the blue package. 

Which package has more cookies? How many more cookies does that package have?”

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice addition. Add ones and ones and add tens and tens for problems like 39 + 14. Do the 

same thing for problems like 38 + 25 that require making a ten using the ones. (Since 8 + 5 is 

13, the problem is the same as 30 + 20 + 13.)

Read books that include measurement as a topic or theme. Have your child lay objects down to 

compare their lengths. (For example, “One edge of the paper is longer than the other edge. If
I place paper clips end to end along the one edge I have (this many) paper clips. That is more 

than when I place paper clips along the other edge. Then I need only (this many) paper clips.”)

• 
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GRADE 1

EDUCATION WORDS

Sometimes, you’ll hear educators use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Understanding 
those terms will help you speak the same language!

• What are my child’s strengths, and how do you use them in instruction?

Decodable 
Decodable texts are those that are connected to sound and spelling patterns that have already been 
taught, so most words the students read will be ones they can decode based on what they have been 
taught. (For example, students who have learned the sounds /a/, /c/, and /t/ can decode “cat.”)

• How do you select texts? Will my child see characters and topics that represent them, their 
background, and their identity? Will they learn new perspectives and about new and diverse 
characters through the texts you use in the classroom?

• What letters and sounds should my child have mastered at this point in the year? Has my 
child mastered these sounds? Does my child have a chance to read texts that help them 
practice decoding sounds they are learning? Be sure to talk about what you are seeing at 
home when you are helping your child.

• What topics are children learning about through reading? What should my child be able to 
understand and talk about as a result of what they have read?

• Is my child able to talk, draw, or write in ways that show you they understand what they are 
reading and learning about? If not, what challenges are they facing?

• What kind of book(s) is my child reading during independent reading? Are they limited to a 
specific reading level or encouraged to select texts based on their interests?

Digit
Any of the symbols 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, or 9.

• Does my child have a chance to write regularly in class? Is my child writing clearly and legibly, 
and in complete sentences?

Inventive spelling
Spelling a word using spelling attempts based on letters that the child knows to represent each 
sound. Accurate spelling is less important than ensuring that your child is using what they have been 
taught, and building up their ability to sound out words when writing.

Reading level
Teachers often determine the grade level at which a student is reading. But sometimes, children 
are then limited to reading texts at that level (typically a letter or number). This practice is one to 
be wary of, particularly if children are limited to reading only texts that are below the grade level 
goals, or texts that aren’t decodable and don’t match their phonics instruction.

Sight words 
Sight words are any words that a child can read automatically. 

TIPS FOR TALKING WITH TEACHERS 

Literacy 
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GRADE 1

TIPS FOR TALKING WITH TEACHERS (continued) 

Math
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of number problems are children learning to solve this year?

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask for specific updates on how your child is progressing in their understanding of the key 

content of the grade.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does my child approach challenging math tasks? What are some suggestions for me to 

encourage them in learning challenging content?

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should my child be able to understand and talk about as a result of what they 

have learned?

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child able to demonstrate to you that they understand what they are learning about? If 

not, what challenges are they facing?

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can I support a positive approach to learning math?

TOOLS AND RESOURCES TO HELP

Literacy

How to teach sight words 
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/blog%2Fliteracy-now%2F2016%2F06%2F23%2Fteach-
ldquo-sight-words-rdquo-as-you-would-other-words

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These resources include downloadable texts and resources for beginning readers 
https://readinguniverse.org/search?q=decodable+&amp;topic=&amp;resourceType=&amp;page=1

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What success in first grade reading looks like by the end of the year 
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/grades/1st-grade/

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What first grade writing samples look like from the start of the year to the end 
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/milestones-topics/writing-samples/

These resources share guidance on using text sets (texts on the same topic) to promote a love 

of learning 
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Text%20Set%20Guidance.pdf

• 
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GRADE 1

Math
Cards that help children tell the number of objects in a set quickly, without counting 
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/quantity-cards/

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A quick, fun game for math practice with numbers up to 20 
https://mathforlove.com/lesson/save-twenty/

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory game with a twist, finding pairs that add up to 5, 10, or another target number 

https://mathforlove.com/lesson/sum-memory/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A short video story that uses items found in nature to practice subtraction 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vq2OlWIsjXk&feature=youtu.be

A readiness check to find out how your child is doing 
https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasks for a variety of math topics at the 1st grade level 
http://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/1

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOOLS AND RESOURCES TO HELP (continued)

MY NOTES AND QUESTIONS
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GRADE

2But it hasn’t always been easy for parents and caregivers to figure out what 
children should know and be able to do by the end of each grade – and how to 
discuss these topics with their children and their teachers. 

These Family Guides take the mystery out and provide parents and caregivers 
with the information and tools they need to support their children academically in 
literacy and math, which are the building-block subjects for everything else. 

With these Guides, families can engage more deeply in their children’s 
education, advocate for them, and build partnerships with their teachers – thus 
developing the strong bond between students, families, and teachers that 
ensures kids thrive. 

Parents and caregivers want their children to succeed in school – to be 
engaged and excited about learning; to build strong relationships with their 
teachers and peers; and to learn each year the knowledge and skills they need to be 
academically successful.

Family Guides to Support Learning
ABOUT THIS GUIDE

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Your Child Should Know & Be Able to Do – What
experts say is the most important content (knowledge and 

skills) for students to learn by the end of second grade.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyday Activities to Support Learning – We’ve
included s ome ways you can support your child in 

learning important content and skills in literacy and math.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Words – Sometimes, you’ll hear educators
use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Those
words are bolded. Understanding those terms will help
you speak the same language.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips for Talking with Teachers – How you and your
child’s teacher can work together to help your child grow.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tools and Resources to Help – We’ve chosen a few 

internet resources that best match each grade’s content.
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GRADE 
2



Throughout the school year, 2nd grade students will spend the most time working on the following 
topics.  They should understand them well by the end of the year.

Learning to read and write:

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matching letters and sounds to sound out and write most words. (This may include inventive 

spelling for writing.) Students should be able to accurately decode and write most commonly 

spelled one and two syllable words.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognizing, spelling, and properly using those little grammatical words that hold the 

language together (for example, “a,” “the,” “to,” “of,” “from,” “I,” “is,” “are”).

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and rereading decodable texts and words/sentences independently so that the 

reading is smooth.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading grade level texts smoothly and with expression, at a fluency rate of between 70-130 

words per minute by the end of the year.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing complete sentences, with mostly correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

Learning about the world through *text:

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asking and answering questions about stories and texts that are read aloud to them or they 

read to themselves. Retelling what happened and explaining key ideas.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figuring out the meaning of unknown words by using pictures, context, glossaries, etc. 

(Children may need support with pronunciation.) Figuring out the meaning of words in 

context when a known prefix or suffix is used (“happy/unhappy;” “pain/painful/painless”).

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Showing something new they have learned from a text or about a topic. This can be in any 

form: speaking and conversation, illustrations, letters, journals, stories, posters or sentences 

on the page.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing about what happened or information learned from the text. Children should include a 

title, an introduction, well developed examples, and a concluding statement or section.

GRADE 2: LITERACY

*The texts used for this purpose should be a mix of those complex texts read aloud to the child and those read 
independently (with support as needed).

LITERACY

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO 
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Have “book talk” conversations. Ask your child to summarize the important ideas in their 

own words. Ask your child to show you what part of the text provided this information.

Pick a topic to learn about together. Read books, look online, do things together. You can 

help your child build knowledge and develop a love of learning.

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turn on the closed captioning while watching TV to allow your child to read along with 

the dialogue.

Encourage your child to use writing regularly in the real world. This can include authentic 

writing (grocery lists, notes, chore lists, etc.) as well as writing in a journal, book response 

notebook, or other creative writing opportunities.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 



Throughout the school year, 2nd grade students will spend the most time working on the following 
topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year. 

•
  
  
  
  

Solving challenging addition and subtraction word problems with one or two steps. (For example, 

a “one-step” problem would be: “Lucy has 23 fewer apples than Julio. Julio has 47 apples. How 

many apples does Lucy have?”)

•
  
  
  
  

Mentally adding the sum of any two single digit numbers (remembering that 7 + 9 = 16). 

Subtracting mentally with ease from a number 20 or less.

•
  
  
  
  

Understanding what the digits mean in three-digit numbers. (The number 342 refers to
3 hundreds, 4 tens, and 2 ones.)

•
  
  
  
  

Using understanding of place value to add and subtract three-digit numbers (811 – 367).  Adding 

and subtracting two-digit numbers with ease (77 – 28).

•
  
  
  
  

Measuring and estimating length in standard units.

•
  
  
  
  

MATHEMATICS

Solving addition and subtraction word problems involving length. (For example, “The pen 

is 2 cm longer than the pencil. If the pencil is 7 cm long, how long is the pen?”)

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO

GRADE 2: MATHEMATICS

One step: “Today we are going to spend 70 minutes reading and doing puzzles. 25 minutes 

will be for doing puzzles. How many minutes will we read?”

Two step: “You gathered 60 vegetables from the community garden. You gathered 30 cobs 

of corn and 20 tomatoes. The rest of the vegetables were peppers. How many peppers did 

you collect?

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask children addition and subtraction problems with one or two steps as they engage with 

their world. For example,

Practice addition. Add ones and ones, tens and tens, and hundreds and hundreds for 

problems like 413 + 281.
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GRADE 2

EDUCATION WORDS

Sometimes, you’ll hear educators use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Understanding 
those terms will help you speak the same language!

Decodable  
Decodable texts are those that are connected to sound and spelling patterns that have already been 
taught, so most words the students read will be ones they can decode based on what they have been 
taught. (For example, students who have learned the sounds /a/, /c/, and /t/ can decode “cat.”)

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you select texts? Will my child see characters and topics that represent them, their 

background, and their identity? Will they learn new perspectives and about new and diverse 

characters through the texts you use in the classroom?

Fluency  
The ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression that shows comprehension of what is 
being read.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What letters and sounds should my child have mastered at this point in the year? Has my 

child mastered these sounds? Does my child have a chance to read texts that help them 

practice decoding sounds they are learning? Be sure to talk about what you are seeing
at home.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Inventive spelling
Spelling a word using spelling attempts based on letters that the child knows to represent each 
sound. Accurate spelling is less important than ensuring that your child is using what they have 
been taught, and building up their ability to sound out words when writing.

Place value
Every digit in a number has a place value based on its position in the number. For example, in the 
number 548, the digit 5 is in the hundreds place, and its place value is 500.  The digit 4 is in the tens 
place, and its place value is 40. The digit 8 is in the ones place, and its place value is 8. 

Reading level
Teachers often determine the grade level at which a student is reading. But sometimes, children 
are then limited to reading texts at that level (typically a letter or number). This practice is one to 
be wary of, particularly if children are limited to reading only texts that are below the grade level 
goals, or texts that aren’t decodable and don’t match their phonics instruction.

TIPS FOR TALKING WITH TEACHERS 

Literacy
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are my child’s strengths, and how do you use them in instruction?

What topics are children learning about through reading? What should my child be able to 

understand, write, and talk about as a result of what they have read? Topics in history? 

Topics in science?
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GRADE 2

• Does my child have a chance to write regularly in class? Is my child writing clearly and legibly, 
and in complete sentences? If not, what should they be working on?

• Is my child able to speak and listen in class discussions and conversations in ways that show 
you they understand what they are reading and learning about? If not, what challenges are 
they facing?

• How frequently does my child read grade level text independently? If they are not reading 
grade level text independently, why not? How are you supporting any reading needs they 
have while still allowing for time with grade level text? How can I help?

• What kinds of book(s) is my child reading during independent reading? Are they limited to a 
specific reading level or encouraged to select texts based on their interests?

TIPS FOR TALKING WITH TEACHERS (continued) 
                                

• Ask for specific updates on how your child is progressing in their understanding of the key 
content of the grade.

• How does my child approach complex math tasks? What are some suggestions for me to 
encourage them in learning challenging content?

Math 
         
         
         
         
         
  

• What kinds of number problems are children learning to solve this year?

• What should my child be able to understand and talk about as a result of what they
have learned?

• Is my child able to demonstrate to you that they understand what they are learning about? 

If not, what challenges are they facing? How can I help?

• How can I support a positive approach to learning math?

TOOLS AND RESOURCES TO HELP

Literacy 
               
               
               
  

• 
What success in second grade reading looks like by the end of the year 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/grades/2nd-grade/

• 
What second grade writing samples look like from the start of the year to the end 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/milestones-topics/writing-samples/

• 
Read and learn together with these texts (levels 1 and 2) 

http://www.textproject.org/teachers/students/fyi-for-kids/

• 
Forty passages to help students build fluency over the course of the school year 

https://achievethecore.org/page/1021/fluency-packet-for-the-2-3-grade-band

• 
Help your child grow as a reader and writer with simple, research-based strategies families can use at home. 

• 
Use this guidance on “text sets” to find resources and ideas about learning about content through reading 

https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Text%20Set%20Guidance.pdf
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https://go.teachercreatedmaterials.com/effective-reading-instruction-family-kit
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Math
Cards that help children tell the number of objects in a set quickly, without counting 

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/quantity-cards/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A quick, fun game for math practice with numbers up to 20 

https://mathforlove.com/lesson/save-twenty/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory game with a twist, finding pairs that add up to 5, 10, or another target number 

https://mathforlove.com/lesson/sum-memory/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A short video story that uses items found in nature to practice subtraction 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vq2OlWIsjXk&feature=youtu.be

A readiness check to find out how your child is doing 

https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasks for a variety of math topics at the 2nd grade level 

http://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/2
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOOLS AND RESOURCES TO HELP (continued)

MY NOTES AND QUESTIONS

GRADE 2
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GRADE

3
Parents and caregivers want their children to succeed in school – to be engaged 
and excited about learning; to build strong relationships with their teachers and 
peers; and to learn each year the knowledge and skills they need to be  
successful academically.

But it hasn’t always been easy for parents and caregivers to figure out what 
children should know and be able to do by the end of each grade – and how to 
discuss these topics with their children and their teachers. 

These Family Guides take the mystery out and provide parents and caregivers 
with the information and tools they need to support their children academically in 
literacy and math, which are the building-block subjects for everything else. 

With these Guides, families can engage more deeply in their children’s education, 
advocate for them, and build partnerships with their teachers – thus developing 
the strong bond between students, families, and teachers that ensures kids thrive. 

Family Guides to Support Learning
ABOUT THIS GUIDE

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyday Activities to Support Learning – We’ve
included some ways you can support your child in
learning important content and skills in literacy and math.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Words – Sometimes, you’ll hear educators
use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Those
words are bolded. Understanding those terms will help 

you speak t he same language.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips for Talking with Teachers – How you and your
child’s teacher can work together to help your child grow.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Your Child Should Know & Be Able to Do – What
experts say is the most important content (knowledge and
skills) for students to learn by end of third grade.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tools and Resources to Help – We’ve chosen a few 

internet resources that best match each grade’s content.
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GRADE 
3



Throughout the school year, 3rd grade students will spend the most time working on the 
following topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year.

Learning to read and write:

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matching letters and sounds to sound out and write out most words. Students should be 

able to decode accurately and write words with several syllables and know and use suffixes 

and prefixes.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing complete sentences and simple paragraphs about what they are learning, with mostly 

correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading grade level texts smoothly and with expression, at a fluency rate of around 80-140 

words per minute.

Learning about the world through text:

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asking and answering questions about stories and texts read independently. Retelling what 

happened, explaining key ideas, and describing connections between ideas. Showing text 

evidence that supports their thinking.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figuring out the meaning of unknown words in text by using context or tools like dictionaries 

and glossaries. Determining or clarifying the meaning of unknown words, words with multiple 

meanings, or figurative language in context.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using linking words and phrases to connect ideas (such as “also,” “another,” “more,” “but”).

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Showing something new they have learned from a text or about a topic. This can be in any 

form: speaking and conversation, illustrations, letters, journals, stories, posters, or sentences 

on the page.

Writing about what happened or information learned from the text. Children should include
a title, an introductory sentence or section, well developed examples, and a conclusion 

sentence or section.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADE 3: LITERACY

LITERACY

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO 

Encourage your child each day to choose a book they want to read on their own. Reading 

lots of books over time is more important than the type of text.

Have “book talk” conversations. Ask your child to share the important ideas in their own 

words and show you what part of the text provided this information.

Pick a topic to learn about together. Read books, look online, do things together. You can 

help your child build knowledge and develop a love of learning.

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING
Turn on the closed captioning while watching TV to allow your child to read along with 

the dialogue.

Encourage your child to use writing regularly in the real world. This can include authentic 

writing (grocery lists, notes, chore lists, etc.) as well as writing in a journal, a book response 

notebook, or other creative writing opportunities.
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Throughout the school year, 3rd grade students will spend the most time working on the following 
topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year.

•
  
  
  
  

Remembering the product of any two single-digit numbers (remembering that 7 × 9 = 63).
Dividing mentally with ease for problems within the times tables (56 ÷ 8 = 7).

•
  
  
  
  

Solving two-step word problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.
(For example, “You already have 12 pens. There are 5 new packs of pens with 6 pens in each pack. 

How many pens do you have now?”)

•
  
  
  
  

Beginning to multiply numbers with more than one digit (multiplying 9 × 80).

•
  
  
  
  

Understanding the meaning of division. Relating division to multiplication. (For example,
“I know that 63 ÷ 9 = 7 because I remember 7 × 9 = 63.”)

•
  
  
  
  

Understanding fractions as parts of wholes. For example, ¾ inch is the length of 3 of the parts 

when 1 inch is broken into 4 equal parts.

•
  
  
  
  

MATHEMATICS

Understanding fractions as numbers. This includes representing fractions and whole numbers on
a number line diagram; equating whole numbers and fractions (6/6 = 1 and 3 = 3/1); and comparing 

fractions in simple cases where the numerators are equal or the denominators
are equal (2/8 is less than 6/8 because two parts of a given size are less than six parts of the
same size).

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO

GRADE 3: MATHEMATICS

- Your teacher, Mr. Dent, had 32 markers. He buys new boxes of markers that have 9 markers 

in each box. Now, he has 86 markers. How many new boxes did he buy?

- Students in 3 art classes cut 728 inches of ribbon into 8-inch long pieces. Two of the classes 

together cut 656 inches of ribbon. How many 8-inch long pieces of ribbon did the other 

class cut?

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use the language of unit fractions (one-fourth, one-half, one-third) when sharing.  (“You get 

one-half of the cookie, and your brother gets one-half of the cookie.”)

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice times tables (all products of two one-digit numbers) and relate the multiplication to 

an understanding of division (6 × 4 is 24, therefore, 24 ÷ 6 is 4).

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask children real-world addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division problems with two 

steps. For example:
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GRADE 3 

EDUCATION WORDS

Sometimes, you’ll hear educators use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Understanding 
those terms will help you speak the same language!

Automaticity 

Automaticity is the ability to do things without thinking about each step in the process. It is 
usually the result of learning, repetition, and practice. 

Figurative language 
Figurative language uses figures of speech to be more interesting, effective, and impactful. 
(“My dog’s coat is as black as coal.” / “He was a lion when he fought for what was right.”)

0 11/4 2/4 3/4 

Fluency 

The ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression that shows comprehension 
of what is being read. 

Numerator

Denominator

Number line 
A straight line with numbers placed at equal segments along its length. 

Numerator and denominator
The numerator is the top number in a fraction. It shows how many 
parts we have. The denominator is the bottom number in a fraction. 
It shows how many parts the item is divided into.

Prefix 

A prefix is a group of letters added to the beginning of a word that change its meaning. 
Adding “un” to the word “clean” makes the word mean “not clean.” Other common prefixes 
are “re,” “dis,” “over,” “mis,” and “out.”

Reading level 
Teachers often determine the grade level at which a student is reading.  But sometimes, 
children are then limited to reading texts at that level (typically a letter or number). This 
practice is one to be wary of,  particularly if children are limited to reading only texts that 
are below the grade level goals.

Suffix 
A suffix is a group of letters added to the end of a word. Suffixes can change the meaning 
of a word. Adding “less” to “end” changes its meaning to “without end.”  A suffix can also 
change how the word is used. The noun “child” becomes an adjective “childish” when you 
add the suffix “ish.”

Text sets 

Text sets are carefully grouped sets of texts and media resources focused on a specific 
topic designed to help all learners build background knowledge and vocabulary through a 
lot of reading on science, social studies, and other high-interest topics.

3 

4 
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GRADE 3

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you select texts? Will my child see characters and topics that represent them, their
background, and their identity? Will they learn new perspectives and about new and diverse
characters through the texts you use in the classroom?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What topics are children learning about through reading? What should my child be able to
understand, write, and talk about as a result of what they have read? Topics in history? Topics
in science?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has my child mastered decoding single words and words with lots of syllables? If not, what
supports will be provided to ensure that they are able to decode accurately and
with automaticity?

TIPS FOR TALKING WITH TEACHERS

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child able to speak and listen during class discussions and conversations in ways that
demonstrate they understand what they are reading and learning about? Are they able to use
evidence from the text, present their responses in detail, and speak clearly about the topic or
text? If not, what challenges are they facing?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How frequently does my child read grade level text independently? If they are not reading
grade level text independently, why not? How are you supporting any reading needs they
have while still allowing for time with grade level text? How can I help?

Literacy

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of book(s) is my child reading during independent reading? Are they limited to
a specific reading level or encouraged to select texts based on their interest, topics under
study, or to build their knowledge of the world?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are my child’s strengths, and how do you use them in instruction?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask for specific updates on how your child is progressing in their understanding of the key
content of the grade.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does my child approach complex math tasks? What are some suggestions for me to
encourage them in learning challenging content? How can I support a positive approach to
learning math?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should my child be able to understand and talk about as a result of what they
have learned?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child able to demonstrate to you that they understand what they are learning about? If
not, what challenges are they facing?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does my child have a chance to write regularly in class? Is my child writing clearly and legibly,
in complete and organized/structured sentences? If not, what should they be working on?

Math
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of number problems are children learning to solve this year?

How can I support a positive approach to learning math?
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Literacy
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What third grade writing samples look like from the start of the year to the end 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/milestones-topics/writing-samples/

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forty passages to help students build fluency over the course of the school year 

https://achievethecore.org/page/1021/fluency-packet-for-the-2-3-grade-band

Easy-to-use materials that help your third grader research and write to inform or explain 

https://www.vermontwritingcollaborative.org/WPDEV/research-packs/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can your third grader complete these literacy tasks? 

https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/ela-quiz/?level=grade-03
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How fluently is your third grader reading? Use this tool to find out 

https://go.teachercreatedmaterials.com/multidimensional-fluency-rubric
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to use text sets to find resources and ideas to learn about any subject through reading 

https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Text%20Set%20Guidance.pdf

Math

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent roadmaps: What should children be learning in Grade 3? How can families 
support that learning?

Video showing how students can place fractions on a number line 

https://www.pbs.org/video/good-know-fractions-number-line-grade-3/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fraction bars help students see and understand fractions 

http://toytheater.com/fraction-bars/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missing Divisor: Students select the missing divisor to complete the equation 

http://toytheater.com/missing-divisor/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fluency resources to practice Grade 3 math skills 

https://achievethecore.org/page/2948/fluency-resources-for-grade-level-routines
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are fractions numbers? Questions to allow students to explain their understanding 

of fractions https://achievethecore.org/page/929/are-fractions-numbers
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comparing Fractions: A game to help children understand the size of fractions 

https://achievethecore.org/page/2774/comparing-fractions-game
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiplication and division tasks to practice Grade 3 math 

https://achievethecore.org/page/841/multiplication-and-division-fluency-set-of-tasks
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A readiness check to find out how your child is doing 

https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasks for a variety of math topics at the 3rd grade level 

http://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/3
• 

 
 
 
 
 

TOOLS AND RESOURCES TO HELP

GRADE 3
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GRADE

4But it hasn’t always been easy for parents and caregivers to figure out what 
children should know and be able to do by the end of each grade – and how to 
discuss these topics with their children and their teachers. 

These Family Guides take the mystery out, and provide parents and caregivers 
with the information and tools they need to support their children academically in 
literacy and math, which are the building-block subjects for everything else. 

With these Guides, families can engage more deeply in their children’s 
education, advocate for them, and build partnerships with their teachers – thus 
developing the strong bond between students, families, and teachers that 
ensures kids thrive. 

Parents and caregivers want their children to succeed in school – to be 
engaged and excited about learning; to build strong relationships with their 
teachers and peers; and to learn each year the knowledge and skills they need 
to be  successful academically.

Family Guides to Support Learning

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyday Activities to Support Learning – We’ve
included some ways you can support your child in 

learning important content and skills in literacy and math.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Words – Sometimes, you’ll hear educators
use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Those
words are bolded. Understanding those terms will help 

you speak the same language.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips for Talking with Teachers – How you and your
child’s teacher can work together to help your child grow.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Your Child Should Know & Be Able to Do – What 

experts say is the most important content (knowledge and 

skills) for students to learn by the end of fourth grade.

Tools and Resources to Help – We’ve chosen a few 

internet resources that best match each grade’s content.
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GRADE 
4



Throughout the school year, 4th grade students will spend the most time working on the 
following topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year.

Reading and writing skills:

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing complete sentences and paragraphs about what they are learning, with mostly
correct spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading 4th grade level texts smoothly and with expression, at a fluency rate of around
90-140 words per minute.

Learning about the world through text:
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asking and answering questions about stories and texts read independently. Using specific 

evidence to describe, to explain how ideas are connected, and to support inferences about 

the text.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figuring out the meaning of unknown words in text by using context or tools like dictionaries 

and glossaries. Determining or clarifying the meaning of unknown words, words with multiple 

meanings, synonyms, antonyms, or figurative language in context.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linking opinions and reasons or ideas within categories using words and phrases to connect 

ideas (for example, “for instance,” “in order to,” “in addition,” “for example,” “also”).

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Showing something new they have learned from a text or about a topic. This can be in any 

form: speaking and conversation, illustrations, letters, journals, stories, posters, or essays.

Writing about what happened or information learned from the text. Children should include 

a title, an introductory sentence or section, well-developed examples, and a conclusion 

sentence or section. Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation should be mostly accurate.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADE 4: LITERACY

LITERACY

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Encourage your child each day to choose a book they want to read on their own. Reading 

lots of books over time is more important than the type of text. Let your child pick based 

on their interests and what makes them excited to read.
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have “book talk“ conversations.  Ask your child to share the important ideas in their own 

words and show you what part of the text provided this information.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pick a topic to learn about together.  Read books, look online, do things together. You can 

help your child build knowledge and develop a love of learning.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turn on the closed captioning while watching TV to allow your child to read along with 

the dialogue.

Encourage your child to use writing regularly in the real world. This can include authentic 

writing (grocery lists, notes, chore lists, etc.), as well as writing in a journal, a book response 

notebook, or other creative writing opportunities.
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Throughout the school year, 4th grade students will spend the most time working on the following 
topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year. 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using the four operations, solve multi-step word problems that use whole numbers and have 

whole number answers, including problems where students make sense of remainders. (For 

example, “Four classes are going on a field trip. The classes each have 28 students. Buses hold 

48 passengers. If all of the students, 4 teachers and 4 chaperones are going on the field trip, how 

many buses will they need?”)

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adding and subtracting multi-digit numbers with ease (23,647 – 5,265).

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiplying and dividing multi-digit numbers in problems with a limited number of digits 

(1,638 × 7 or 24 × 17; 6,966 ÷ 6).

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding and applying equivalent fractions (recognizing that ¼ is less than 3/8  because ¼ 

equals 2/8, and two eighths are less than three eighths).

MATHEMATICS

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adding, subtracting, and multiplying fractions in simple problems (2 ¾ − 1 ¼ or 3 × 5⁄8),
and solving related word problems that include fractions in context. (For example, you are going 

to make cookies for a party. You need 2/3 cup sugar for one batch and decide to make 8 batches, 

so all your neighbors can have a cookie. How many cups of sugar do you need?)

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator (4/10 + 3/10; 56/100 − 
22/100).

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Encourage a positive mindset about mathematics in the real world. This can be done by 

cooking with your child and asking them to help you measure the ingredients for a recipe.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding and explaining simple decimals in terms of fractions (rewriting 0.62 as 62⁄100).

GRADE 4: MATHEMATICS

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice adding and subtracting (multi-digit numbers) and multiplying and dividing, two digits 
by two digits (32 × 68; 89 ÷ 47) and up to four digits by one digit (1,200 × 8; 1,800 ÷ 9).

Page 31



GRADE 4 

EDUCATION WORDS

Sometimes, you’ll hear educators use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Understanding 
those terms will help you speak the same language! 

Antonyms
Antonyms are words that mean the opposite. “Big” and “little” are antonyms. 

3 

4 

Numerator

Figurative language
Figurative language uses figures of speech to be more interesting, effective, and impactful. 
(“My dog’s coat is as black as coal.” “He was a lion when he fought for what was right.”)

Denominator

Fluency 

The ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression that shows comprehension 
of what is being read. 

Numerator and denominator
The numerator is the top number in a fraction. It shows  
how many parts we have. The denominator is the bottom 
number in a fraction. It shows how many parts the item is  
divided into.

Reading level
Teachers often determine the grade level at which a student is reading. But sometimes, 
children are then limited to reading texts at that level (typically a letter or number). This 
practice is one to be wary of, particularly if children are limited to reading only texts that 
are below the grade level goals. 

Synonyms 

Synonyms are words that mean the same thing. “Big” and “enormous” are synonyms.

Text sets 
Text sets are carefully grouped sets of texts and media resources focused on a specific 
topic designed to help all learners build background knowledge and vocabulary through a 
lot of reading on science, social studies, and other high-interest topics.
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GRADE 4

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you select texts? Will my child see characters and topics that represent them, their
background, and their identity? Will they learn new perspectives and about new and diverse
characters through the texts you use in the classroom?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What topics are children learning about through reading? What should my child be able to
understand, write, and talk about as a result of what they have read? Topics in history?
Topics in science?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child reading Grade 4 text fluently? If not, do they have trouble with decoding?
Vocabulary? What supports are being provided to address their needs?

TIPS FOR TALKING WITH TEACHERS

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child able to speak and listen during class discussions and conversations in ways that
demonstrate they understand what they are reading and learning about? Are they able to use
evidence from the text, present their responses in detail, and speak clearly about the topic or
text? If not, what challenges are they facing? How can I help?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How frequently does my child read grade level text independently? If they are not reading
grade level text independently, why not? How are you supporting any reading needs they
have while still allowing for time with grade level text? How can I help?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of book(s) is my child reading during independent reading? Are they limited to
a specific reading level or encouraged to select texts based on their interest, topics under
study, or to build their knowledge of the world?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are my child’s strengths, and how do you use them in instruction?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask for specific updates on how your child is progressing in their understanding of the key
content of the grade.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does my child approach complex math tasks? What are some suggestions for me
to encourage them in learning challenging content?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should my child be able to understand and talk about as a result of what they
have learned?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child able to demonstrate to you that they understand what they are learning about?
If not, what challenges are they facing?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does my child have a chance to write regularly in class? Is my child writing clearly and legibly,
in complete and organized/structured sentences? If not, what should they be working on?

Math
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of number problems are children learning to solve this year?

How can I support a positive approach to learning math?
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Literacy
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What fourth grade writing samples look like from the start of the year to the end 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/milestones-topics/writing-samples/

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forty passages to help students build fluency over the course of the school year 

https://achievethecore.org/page/886/fluency-packet-for-the-4-5-grade-band

Easy-to-use materials that help your fourth grader research and write to inform or explain 

https://www.vermontwritingcollaborative.org/WPDEV/research-packs/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can your fourth grader complete these literacy tasks? 

https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/ela-quiz/?level=grade-04
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use this tool to find out how fluently your fourth grader is reading 

https://go.teachercreatedmaterials.com/multidimensional-fluency-rubric 
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to use text sets to find resources and ideas to learn about any subject through 
reading
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Text%20Set%20Guidance.pdf

Math
Parent roadmaps: What should children be learning in Grade 4? How can families support that learning? 

https://forestcharter.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/ParentGuide_Math_4.pdf

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How “Big” is a Million? 

https://earlymath.erikson.edu/how-big-is-a-million-online-math-books/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rainbow Fraction Game: Color butterflies to represent fractions 

http://toytheater.com/rain-drops/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comparing fractions using a benchmarks game 

https://achievethecore.org/index.php/page/2775/comparing-fractions-using-benchmarks-
game

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three math problems that ask students, “Who raised the most money?” but require different 

math skills to find the answer 

https://achievethecore.org/page/615/comparing-money-raised

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Math can make sure every student gets to play on a team 

https://achievethecore.org/page/1053/how-many-teams

Three fun ways to think about how math can solve real-world problems 

https://achievethecore.org/category/416/mathematics-tasks?&g%5B%5D=4&sort=name
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A readiness check to find out how your child is doing 

https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasks for a variety of math topics at the 4th grade level 

https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/4
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOOLS AND RESOURCES TO HELP

GRADE 4

Page 34

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/milestones-topics/writing-samples/
https://achievethecore.org/page/886/fluency-packet-for-the-4-5-grade-band
https://www.vermontwritingcollaborative.org/WPDEV/research-packs/
https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/ela-quiz/?level=grade-04
https://go.teachercreatedmaterials.com/multidimensional-fluency-rubric
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Text%20Set%20Guidance.pdf
https://forestcharter.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/ParentGuide_Math_4.pdf
https://earlymath.erikson.edu/how-big-is-a-million-online-math-books/
http://toytheater.com/rain-drops/
https://achievethecore.org/index.php/page/2775/comparing-fractions-using-benchmarks-%20game
https://achievethecore.org/index.php/page/2775/comparing-fractions-using-benchmarks-%20game
https://achievethecore.org/page/615/comparing-money-raised
https://achievethecore.org/page/1053/how-many-teams
https://achievethecore.org/category/416/mathematics-tasks?&g%5B%5D=4&sort=name
https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/
https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/4


5
GRADE 
5

But it hasn’t always been easy for parents and caregivers to figure out what 
children should know and be able to do by the end of each grade – and how to 
discuss these topics with their children and their teachers. 

These Family Guides take the mystery out, and provide parents and caregivers 
with the information and tools they need to support their children academically in 
literacy and math, which are the building-block subjects for everything else. 

With these Guides, families can engage more deeply in their children’s 
education, advocate for them, and build partnerships with their teachers – thus 
developing the strong bond between students, families, and teachers that 
ensures kids thrive. 

Parents and caregivers want their children to succeed in school – to be 
engaged and excited about learning; to build strong relationships with their 
teachers and peers; and to learn each year the knowledge and skills they need 
to be  successful academically.

Family Guides to Support Learning
ABOUT THIS GUIDE

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

What Your Child Should Know & Be Able to Do – What 

experts say is the most important content (knowledge and 

skills) for students to learn by the end of fifth grade.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyday Activities to Support Learning – We’ve
included some ways you can support your child in
learning important content and skills in literacy and math.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Words – Sometimes, you’ll hear educators
use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Those
words are bolded. Understanding those terms will help 

you speak th e same language.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips for Talking with Teachers – How you and your
child’s teacher can work together to help your child grow.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tools and Resources to Help – We’ve chosen a few
internet resources that best match each grade’s content.
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Throughout the school year, 5th grade students will spend the most time working on the 
following topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year.

Reading and writing skills:

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing to complete sentences and well developed paragraphs about what they are learning, 

with mostly correct spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.

Reading grade level texts smoothly and with expression, at a fluency rate of around 100-150 

words per minute.
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning about the world through text:

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asking and answering questions about stories and texts read independently. Using specific 

evidence to support in-depth description, to explain how ideas are connected, and to support 

inferences about the text.

Figuring out the meaning of unknown words in text by using context, word relationships, or 

tools such as dictionaries and glossaries. Determining or clarifying the meaning of unknown 

words such as synonyms, antonyms, idioms, and words with multiple meanings, based on 

how they are used in context.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linking opinions and reasons or ideas within categories using words and phrases (for 

example, “consequently,” “specifically,” “in contrast,” “especially”).

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Showing something new they have learned from a text or about a topic. This can be in any 

form: speaking and conversation, illustrations, letters, journals, stories, posters, or essays.

Writing in response to text. Children should include an introduction with a simple thesis 

statement, examples that are logically ordered and grouped, a conclusion, and mostly 

accurate spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADE 5: LITERACY

LITERACY

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO 

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING

Turn on the closed captioning while watching TV to allow your child to read along with 

the dialogue.
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Encourage your child each day to choose a book they want to read on their own. Reading 

lots of books over time is more important than the type of text. Let your child pick based 

on their interests and what makes them excited to read.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have “book talk” conversations.  Ask your child to share the important ideas in their own 

words and show you what part of the text provided this information.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pick a topic to learn about together.  Read books, look online, do things together.  You can 

help your child build knowledge and develop a love of learning.

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Encourage your child to use writing regularly in the real world.  This can include authentic 

writing (grocery lists, notes, chore lists, etc.) as well as writing in a journal, a book response 

notebook, or other creative writing opportunities.
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Throughout the school year, 5th grade students will spend the most time working on the 
following topics. They should understand them well by the end of the year. 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiplying multi-digit numbers with ease (1,638 × 753). Dividing multi-digit numbers in cases 

with a limited number of digits (6,951 ÷ 63 = 110 1/3).

Adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators (2 ¼ – 1 1⁄3), and solving 

word problems that include fractions with unlike denominators.
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiplying fractions and mixed numbers, and dividing fractions in special cases. Solving
word problems using these operations. (For example, finding the area of a city block that is 1/3 

mile long by 1/5 mile wide; finding the size of a share if 9 people share a 50-pound sack of rice 

equally, or if 3 people share ½ pound of chocolate equally.)

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing with decimals to the hundredths place (two 

places after the decimal).

Understanding the concept of volume, and solving word problems that involve volume.•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graphing points in the coordinate plane (two dimensions) to solve problems.

GRADE 5: MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS

WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO

EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES TO SUPPORT LEARNING 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reinforce multi-digit multiplication and division practice without the added pressure of time 

limits by focusing on your child’s accurate and efficient attempts (4,378 × 615; 2,560 ÷ 24).

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators (3 3/10 + 7 2/5 = 10 
7/10 because 7 2/5 is the same as 7 4/10; 7/8 – 3/4 = 1/8 because 3/4 is the same as 6/8).

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice multiplication and division with fractions.  Begin multiplication practice with fractions 

and whole numbers, before moving on to multiplying a fraction by a fraction.

Encourage a positive mindset about math in the real world. This can be done by exploring 

concepts like volume. (For example, use a box you have at home and find the volume of that 

box. This can be a cereal or shoe box.)

• 
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GRADE 5

EDUCATION WORDS

Sometimes, you’ll hear educators use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. Understanding those 
terms will help you speak the same language! 

Antonyms 
Antonyms are words that mean the opposite. “Big” and “little” are antonyms. 

Coordinate plane 
A coordinate plane (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/geometry/ 

coordinate-plane) is a two-dimensional (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/ 

geometry/two-dimensional) plane formed by the intersection of a vertical number line 
called y-axis and a horizontal number line called x-axis. These are perpendicular lines that 
intersect each other at zero, and this point is called the origin.

Fluency 

The ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression that shows comprehension 
of what is being read. 
Idiom 
A group of words established by usage as having a meaning not deducible from those of 
the individual words (for example, “raining cats and dogs,” meaning “to rain heavily;” “piece 
of cake,” meaning “something that is easy to do”).
Reading level 
Teachers often determine the grade level at which a student is reading. But sometimes, 
children are then limited to reading texts at that level (typically a letter or number). This 
practice is one to be wary of, particularly if children are limited to reading only texts that 
are below the grade level goals.
Synonyms 

Synonyms are words that mean the same thing. “Big” and “enormous” are synonyms.

Text sets 

Text sets are carefully grouped sets of texts and media resources focused on a specific 
topic designed to help all learners build background knowledge and vocabulary through a 
lot of reading on science, social studies, and other high-interest topics.
Thesis statement 
A thesis statement is one or two sentences that summarize a paper’s main point, main 
idea, or main message.

Unlike denominators 
Unlike denominators are two fractions (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/ 

fractions/fraction) with non-identical denominators (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-
vocabulary/fractions/denominator). For example, 2/3 and 4/10 have unlike denominators.

Volume 
Volume is the 3-dimensional (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/ 

geometry/3-dimensional) space enclosed by a boundary or occupied by an object. Finding 
the volume of an object can help us to determine the amount required to fill that object, 
like the amount of water needed to fill a bottle, an aquarium, or a water tank.  The volume 
of an object is measured in cubic units (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/ 

geometry/cubic-unit), such as cubic centimeters, cubic inch, cubic foot, cubic meter, etc.
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TIPS FOR TALKING WITH TEACHERS

GRADE 5

Literacy
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are my child’s strengths, and how do you use them in instruction?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you select texts? Will my child see characters and topics that represent them, their
background, and their identity? Will they learn new perspectives and about new and diverse
characters through the texts you use in the classroom?

What topics are children learning about through reading? What should my child be able to
understand, write, and talk about as a result of what they have read? Topics in history? Topics
in science?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child reading Grade 5 text fluently? If not, do they have trouble with decoding?
Vocabulary? What supports are being provided to address their needs?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child able to speak and listen in class discussions and conversations in ways that
demonstrate they understand what they are reading and learning? Are they able to use
evidence from the text, present their responses in detail, and speak with sufficient depth?
If not, what challenges are they facing?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How frequently does my child read grade level text independently? If they are not reading
grade level text independently, why not? How are you supporting any reading needs they
have while still allowing for time with grade level text? How can I help?

What kinds of book(s) is my child reading during independent reading? Are they limited to
a specific reading level or encouraged to select texts based on their interest, topics under
study, or to build their knowledge of the world?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does my child have a chance to write regularly in class? Is my child writing clearly and legibly,
in complete sentences and well developed paragraphs? If not, what should they be
working on?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Math
•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of number problems are children learning to solve this year?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask for specific updates on how your child is progressing in their understanding of the key
content of the grade.

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does my child approach complex math tasks? What are some suggestions for me to
encourage them in learning challenging content?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What should my child be able to understand and talk about as a result of what they
have learned?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is my child able to demonstrate to you that they understand what they are learning about?
If not, what challenges are they facing?

•
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can I support a positive approach to learning math?
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TOOLS AND RESOURCES TO HELP

Literacy
• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What fifth grade writing samples look like from the start of the year to the end 
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/milestones-topics/writing-samples/

Forty passages to help students build fluency over the course of the school year 
https://achievethecore.org/page/886/fluency-packet-for-the-4-5-grade-band

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easy-to-use materials that help your fifth grader research and write to inform or explain 
https://www.vermontwritingcollaborative.org/WPDEV/research-packs/

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can your fifth grader complete these literacy tasks? 
https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/ela-quiz/?level=grade-05

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use this tool to find out how fluently your fifth grader is reading 
https://go.teachercreatedmaterials.com/multidimensional-fluency-rubric 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to use text sets to find resources and ideas for learning about any subject 
through reading 
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Text%20Set%20Guidance.pdf

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Math
Parent roadmap: What should children be learning in Grade 5? How can families support 
their learning? 
https://www.forestcharter.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/ParentGuide_Math_5.pdf

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Videos and tutorials to help fifth graders understand and practice using decimal place values 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-fifth-grade-math/imp-place-value-and-decimals

Fluency resources to practice Grade 5 computations 
https://achievethecore.org/page/2948/fluency-resources-for-grade-level-routines

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three fun tasks to engage students with fractions and the concept of volume 
https://achievethecore.org/category/416/mathematics-tasks?&g%5B%5D=5&sort=name

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A readiness check to find out how your child is doing 
https://bealearninghero.org/readiness-check/

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasks for a variety of math topics at the 5th grade level 
http://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/5

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADE 5

MY NOTES AND QUESTIONS
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Antonyms
Antonyms are words that mean the opposite. “Big” and “little” are antonyms. 

Automaticity
Automaticity is the ability to do things without thinking about each step in the process. It is usually the 

result of learning, repetition, and practice. 

Coordinate plane 
A coordinate plane (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/geometry/coordinate-plane) is a two-

dimensional (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/geometry/two-dimensional) plane formed 

by the intersection of a vertical number line called y-axis and a horizontal number line called x-axis. These 

are perpendicular lines that intersect each other at zero, and this point is called the origin.

Decodable 
Decodable texts are those that are connected to sound and spelling patterns that have already been 

taught, so most words the students read will be ones they can decode based on what they have been 

taught. (For example, students who have learned the sounds /a/, /c/, and /t/ can decode “cat.”)

Digit
Any of the symbols 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, or 9.

Figurative language

FAMILY GUIDES: EDUCATION WORDS 
GRADES K – 5

Figurative language uses figures of speech to be more interesting, effective, and impactful. (“My dog’s 

coat is as black as coal.” “He was a lion when he fought for what was right.”)

Fluency  
The ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression that shows comprehension of what is 

being read.

Idiom
A group of words established by usage as having a meaning not deducible from those of the individual 

words (for example, “raining cats and dogs,” meaning “to rain heavily;” “piece of cake,” meaning 
“something that is easy to do”).

Sometimes you’ll hear educators use a word that has a specific meaning in schools. 
Understanding those terms will help you speak the same language! 
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Inventive spelling
Spelling a word using spelling attempts based on letters that the child knows to represent each sound. 

Accurate spelling is less important than ensuring that your child is using what they have been taught, and 

building up their ability to sound out words when writing. 

Number line
A straight line with numbers placed at equal segments along its length. 

Numerator and denominator
The numerator is the top number in a fraction. It shows 

how many parts we have. The denominator is the bottom 

number in a fraction. It shows how many parts the item is 

divided into.

Phonemic awareness
The ability to recognize that spoken words are made up of individual sounds (or phonemes), and to 

identify, produce, and play with those individual sounds (a critical part of phonological awareness).

Phonological awareness 
The ability to recognize the sounds of language, including rhyme, syllables, and the sounds in words.

Place value
Every digit in a number has a place value based on its position in the number. For example, in the number 

548, the digit 5 is in the hundreds place, and its place value is 500.  The digit 4 is in the tens place, and its 

place value is 40. The digit 8 is in the ones place, and its place value is 8. 

Prefix
A prefix is a group of letters added to the beginning of a word that change its meaning.  Adding “un” to the 

word “clean” makes the word mean “not clean.” Other common prefixes are “re,” “dis,” “over,” “mis,” 

and “out.”

Reading level
Teachers often determine the grade level at which a student is reading. But sometimes, children are 

then limited to reading texts at that level (typically a letter or number). This practice is one to be wary of, 

particularly if children are limited to reading only texts that are below the grade level goals, or texts that 

aren’t decodable and don’t match their phonics instruction.

3 

4 

Numerator

Denominator

FAMILY GUIDES: EDUCATION WORDS, GRADES K – 5

0 11/4 2/4 3/4 

Page 42



Rote counting
Counting numbers in order (1, 2, 3, 4, 5...).

Sight words 
Sight words are any words that a child can read automatically. 

Suffix
A suffix is a group of letters added to the end of a word. Suffixes can change the meaning of a word. 

Adding “less” to “end” changes its meaning to “without end.” A suffix can also change how the word is 
used. The noun “child” becomes an adjective, “childish,” when you add the suffix “ish.”

Sum
A sum is the result or answer we get by adding two or more numbers or terms.

Synonyms
Synonyms are words that mean the same thing. “Big” and “enormous” are synonyms.

Text sets
Text sets are carefully grouped sets of texts and media resources focused on a specific topic designed to 

help all learners build background knowledge and vocabulary through a lot of reading on science, social 

studies, and other high-interest topics.

Thesis statement
A thesis statement is one or two sentences that summarize the paper’s main point, main idea, or 

main message.

Unlike denominators
Unlike denominators are two fractions (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/fractions/fraction) 

with non-identical denominators (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/fractions/denominator). 

For example, 2/3 and 4/10 have unlike denominators.

Volume
Volume is the 3-dimensional (https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/geometry/3-dimensional) 

space enclosed by a boundary or occupied by an object. Finding the volume of an object can help us 

to determine the amount required to fill that object, like the amount of water needed to fill a bottle, an 

aquarium, or a water tank. The volume of an object is measured in cubic units 
(https://www.splashlearn.com/math-vocabulary/geometry/cubic-unit) such as cubic centimeters, cubic inch, 
cubic foot, cubic meter, etc.

FAMILY GUIDES: EDUCATION WORDS, GRADES K – 5
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Contact Us

Stay informed via Facebook

F ollow us on Instagram
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