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The Pacific Alliance for Supporting Individuals with Disabilities in STEM
Methods of Recruitment

Session 1: Introduction of Pacific AllianceThe Pacific Alliance for Supporting Individuals with Disabilities in STEM
Fields Partnership (Pacific Alliance) began in October 2009 with funding

Methods of Recruitment Pacific Alliance staff introduces the project (e.g., project goal, types of
activities/support) to potential participants; students engage in a

20Fields Partnership (Pacific Alliance) began in October 2009 with funding
from the National Science Foundation (NSF) to work with the • E-mails to all Complex Area activities/support) to potential participants; students engage in a

hands-on, team-building challenge.

20

from the National Science Foundation (NSF) to work with the
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, Honolulu Community 

• E-mails to all Complex Area
Superintendents on O‘ahu about Pacific hands-on, team-building challenge.

College, Windward Community College, and O‘ahu high
schools. The project has recently expanded to include

Alliance
Session 2: STEM Career Card Sort, Participation Forms
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schools. The project has recently expanded to include
Kapi‘olani Community College and Leeward Community • Information sessions with transition

Session 2: STEM Career Card Sort, Participation Forms
Pacific Alliance staff meets with interested students to go over detailsKapi‘olani Community College and Leeward Community

College.
• Information sessions with transition

coordinators in all four districts (Honolulu,

Pacific Alliance staff meets with interested students to go over details
of the Student Participation Agreement; conducts STEM Career CardCollege. coordinators in all four districts (Honolulu,

Central, Leeward, and Windward Districts)

of the Student Participation Agreement; conducts STEM Career Card
Sort activity to introduce various STEM careers to students; distributes
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Goals
Central, Leeward, and Windward Districts) Sort activity to introduce various STEM careers to students; distributes

project materials for students to share with parents/guardian, includingGoals

To significantly increase the participation of individuals with disabilities • Meetings with school administrators,

project materials for students to share with parents/guardian, including
Parent/Guardian Consent Form (required for minors to participate in

5To significantly increase the participation of individuals with disabilities
(IWDs) in Science, Technology, Engineering, and

• Meetings with school administrators,
special education departments, and

Parent/Guardian Consent Form (required for minors to participate in
project).

5

(IWDs) in Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) in postsecondary education programs

special education departments, and
transition coordinators at public and

Session 3: “Getting to Know You” - Goals Part 1, Demographic
Mathematics (STEM) in postsecondary education programs
and the STEM workforce in Hawai‘i.

transition coordinators at public and
charter schools Session 3: “Getting to Know You” - Goals Part 1, Demographic

and Past Experience Survey
0

Aiea HS Campbell HS Kapolei HS Farrington HS Pearl City HS Kahuku HS Kailua HS Kalaheo HS Kaimuki HS Kaiser HS Leilehua HS Moanalua HS McKinley HS Mililani HS Roosevelt HS
and the STEM workforce in Hawai‘i.

• Increase the recruitment of SWD in high schools on O’ahu

charter schools
and Past Experience Survey
Discussion about the importance of setting goals and different types of

Aiea HS Campbell HS Kapolei HS Farrington HS Pearl City HS Kahuku HS Kailua HS Kalaheo HS Kaimuki HS Kaiser HS Leilehua HS Moanalua HS McKinley HS Mililani HS Roosevelt HS

• Increase the recruitment of SWD in high schools on O’ahu
who enroll in STEM degree programs at partnering 2- and 4- Figure 2. Number of High School Participants As of March 2012 • Group information sessions and individual

meetings with students

Discussion about the importance of setting goals and different types of
goals; students identify their short-term goals (to achieve before highwho enroll in STEM degree programs at partnering 2- and 4-

year institutes of higher education by 20% per year.

Figure 2. Number of High School Participants As of March 2012
meetings with students goals; students identify their short-term goals (to achieve before high

school graduation) and long-term goals (to achieve after graduation)year institutes of higher education by 20% per year.
• Increase the graduation rates of IWDs in STEM fields From July 2011 to March 2012, Pacific Alliance increased the number of participating high

schools from 7 to 15. In the same period, the number of active high school student participants • Follow-up meetings with teachers,

school graduation) and long-term goals (to achieve after graduation)
on a worksheet, then share with the group, if willing. Also, students fill• Increase the graduation rates of IWDs in STEM fields

enrolled at O‘ahu-based community colleges and university schools from 7 to 15. In the same period, the number of active high school student participants
increased from 31 to 102. This does not include the 60 pending students who signed an

• Follow-up meetings with teachers,
transition coordinators, other school

on a worksheet, then share with the group, if willing. Also, students fill
out a Demographic and Past Experience Survey, which asks forenrolled at O‘ahu-based community colleges and university

by 10% per year. increased from 31 to 102. This does not include the 60 pending students who signed an
Agreement to Participate but have yet to submit their Parent/Guardian Consent so that they

transition coordinators, other school
personnel, and potential participating

out a Demographic and Past Experience Survey, which asks for
information such as age, ethnicity, disability condition, level ofby 10% per year.

• Increase successful entry rates of Alliance graduates (high Agreement to Participate but have yet to submit their Parent/Guardian Consent so that they
can be considered project participants.

personnel, and potential participating
students

information such as age, ethnicity, disability condition, level of
schooling, and academic interests.

school, associate, baccalaureate, and graduate) into STEM
employment by 5% per year.

can be considered project participants. students schooling, and academic interests.

Session 4: Self-Advocacy Part 1employment by 5% per year. Session 4: Self-Advocacy Part 1
Pacific Alliance staff introduces self-advocacy through a

Who can participate?
Pacific Alliance staff introduces self-advocacy through a
MSPowerPoint presentation. Students work through a Self-AdvocacyWho can participate?

Students with disabilities who attend O‘ahu high schools, O‘ahu-based Pacific Alliance High School Winter Institute 2012
MSPowerPoint presentation. Students work through a Self-Advocacy
Strategy Worksheet and review their Individualized EducationStudents with disabilities who attend O‘ahu high schools, O‘ahu-based

community colleges, or the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

Pacific Alliance High School Winter Institute 2012

The first Pacific Alliance High School Winter Institute, held on January 14,
Strategy Worksheet and review their Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs).community colleges, or the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

and are interested in, or currently pursuing degrees in, STEM
The first Pacific Alliance High School Winter Institute, held on January 14,
2012 at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, was attended by 31 high  

Programs (IEPs).
and are interested in, or currently pursuing degrees in, STEM
fields.

2012 at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, was attended by 31 high  
school juniors and seniors. Participants had the opportunity to share what Session 5: Self-Advocacy Part 2fields. school juniors and seniors. Participants had the opportunity to share what
they learned; met other high school students with disabilities interested in

Session 5: Self-Advocacy Part 2
Pacific Alliance staff reviews self-advocacy concepts presented duringthey learned; met other high school students with disabilities interested in

STEM; and received a $100 stipend upon completion of the internship to
Pacific Alliance staff reviews self-advocacy concepts presented during
last meeting. Students continue to work on their Self-AdvocacySTEM; and received a $100 stipend upon completion of the internship to

be applied towards achieving STEM goals. The purpose of the Institute
was to provide Pacific Alliance participants with the opportunity to explore

last meeting. Students continue to work on their Self-Advocacy
Strategy Worksheet and watch a short video about students with

was to provide Pacific Alliance participants with the opportunity to explore
STEM fields and careers.

Strategy Worksheet and watch a short video about students with
disabilities going to college.

STEM fields and careers.

Session 6: Goals Part 2

Institute Sessions and Student Comments from Evaluations

Session 6: Goals Part 2
Students reflect on their goals identified during Session 3 and projectInstitute Sessions and Student Comments from Evaluations

1. Second Life – An On-line, Virtual World

Students reflect on their goals identified during Session 3 and project
staff introduce the S.M.A.R.T strategy for achieving those goals.1. Second Life – An On-line, Virtual World staff introduce the S.M.A.R.T strategy for achieving those goals.

“I like the fact that there are more ways to teach subjects that involve
virtual reality.”

Session 7: Assistive Technology
virtual reality.”
2. The Wonderful World of Mathematics

Session 7: Assistive Technology
Students are introduced to assistive technology through guest

2. The Wonderful World of Mathematics

“What I like about this session is that they showed us different types of

Students are introduced to assistive technology through guest
speakers from Assistive Technology Resource Center (ATRC) or the

“What I like about this session is that they showed us different types of
techniques and problem solving in math.”

speakers from Assistive Technology Resource Center (ATRC) or the
Center on Disability Studies, Steppingstones: Phase 2 Text-to-Speech

techniques and problem solving in math.”
“I like all the careers that mathematics can get you into. Mathematics has

Center on Disability Studies, Steppingstones: Phase 2 Text-to-Speech
Study.

“I like all the careers that mathematics can get you into. Mathematics has
a lot of options.”

Study.

Session 8: College Applicationa lot of options.”
3. Exploring Science Careers

Session 8: College Application
Students go through the University of Hawai‘i System application and3. Exploring Science Careers

“What I like about this session is that it tells me the great facts and how
Students go through the University of Hawai‘i System application and
the application process. Pacific Alliance Staff coordinate with staff from“What I like about this session is that it tells me the great facts and how

it’s interesting learning about exploring science.”
the application process. Pacific Alliance Staff coordinate with staff from
various college campuses to conduct the session.it’s interesting learning about exploring science.”

4. Your Style Preference – A Review of Your Myers-
various college campuses to conduct the session.

4. Your Style Preference – A Review of Your Myers-
Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) Assessment and How to Use this Session 9: Financial AidBriggs Type Indicator (MBTI) Assessment and How to Use this
Knowledge

Session 9: Financial Aid
Pacific Alliance Staff coordinates with available staff from collegeKnowledge

“I like how they tell you what are good jobs you can get with your

Pacific Alliance Staff coordinates with available staff from college
campuses to conduct informational session on various college“I like how they tell you what are good jobs you can get with your

personality.”

campuses to conduct informational session on various college
financial aid resources and procedures for applying.personality.”

“What I liked about this session is that it made me know and learn about

financial aid resources and procedures for applying.

“What I liked about this session is that it made me know and learn about
myself.” For “Other” in the chart above, students specified helping animals,Data in Figure 1 and Figure 3 are from the Demographic and Past myself.”

Overall Comments:
http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/pacificalliance/

For “Other” in the chart above, students specified helping animals,
computer, criminal justice, culinary arts, architecture, cosmetology (2),

Data in Figure 1 and Figure 3 are from the Demographic and Past
Experience Survey, which is completed by new participants. Therefore,

Overall Comments:
“I liked interacting with new people with similar interests and getting to

http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/pacificalliance/

NSF Grant No. HRD #09-29079
construction, American History, hair dressing, forensic science,
communications, art and media, zoology, and environmental studies.

this data is self-reported and incomplete (i.e., we do not have surveys
for 100% of our participants as they may be absent during that

“I liked interacting with new people with similar interests and getting to
know them.”

NSF Grant No. HRD #09-29079
communications, art and media, zoology, and environmental studies.for 100% of our participants as they may be absent during that

session).
know them.”
“I got to explore what it would be like to work in all fields of math, science,

session).
“I got to explore what it would be like to work in all fields of math, science,
and technology.”and technology.”


